
 

MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

AMENITIES AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 1st June 
2015 in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough, at 7.55 pm. 

 

 
PRESENT Councillor A. Kirk Wilson Chairman 
 Councillor M. Rose Town Mayor 
 Councillor B. Castle 
 Councillor L. Farrell 
 Councillor B. Lam 
 
 
ALSO Councillor N. Barrett-Morton Observing 
PRESENT Mrs S. Parker Town Clerk 
 Mrs D. Whitehall Administrator 
 Mr. R. Beale Grounds and Estates  
  Manager 
 Mrs. S. Pryor The Adviser 
 Mr T. Millet Marlborough News Online 
 Mr N. Goodwin Marlborough News Online 
  
 Plus 2 members of the public 
  
 

 
64/15 APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. E.M. Hannaford-Dobson, 
A. Ross and G. Loosmore. 

  
65/15 DECLARATION(S) OF INTEREST 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
  
66/15 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Chairman alerted Members to the Draft Open Spaces Strategy for 
Wiltshire.  This would be an important document for members of this committee to 
study dealing with parks, common land, village greens, play areas, etc.  A full 
consultation would take place in July.  It was available online and a hard copy was 
kept in the office. 

   
67/15 MINUTES 

RESOLVED: that the Minutes of the meeting held 11th May 2015 be approved and 
signed as a correct record. 

  
68/15 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

The contents of the Town Clerk’s report were noted.  In reference to dog fouling, 
Cllr. Castle had noted the prominent usage of signage asking people to clear up after 
their dogs on all metalled footpaths when on a recent visit to Lerwick in the Shetland 
Isles and recommended signage be increased for Marlborough. 
 
Mr Millet and Mr Goodwin left the meeting. 

  



 

69/15 GROUNDS AND ESTATES MANAGER’S REPORT 
The contents of the Estates Manager’s Report were noted.  Matters arising: 
 

 Cllr. Kirk Wilson had noticed the football nets on the playing fields near 
Rabley Wood View/The Thorns were in a poor state and asked that Wiltshire 
Council be notified 

 Mr Beale was congratulated on finding a buyer for the snow blower 

 The Grounds Team was complemented on the new boxes for summer 
planting and the planting to fill the gaps in the Cemetery hedge. 

 
70/15 MEADOWS STRATEGY 

Objectives set out in the draft strategy were considered.  Main discussion points 
included that: 

 Members agreed it was logical to include The Common within the Meadows 
Strategy 

 The aims set out within the report were agreed 

 Coopers Meadow should be the highest priority 

 Members noted that two meadow management plans were already in place 
for Stonebridge Meadow (currently under review) and Coopers Meadow 

 The Community Asset Transfer of Coopers Meadow was moving towards 
completion, hopefully, in the next 3-4 weeks.  A grazing licence was about to 
be put in place in place and the sheep would be returning soon and cows 
were already in Stonebridge Meadow 

 That the policy for charging for the use of open spaces should be included in 
the appendices to the strategy. 

 
71/15 COMMON USERS GROUP 

The minutes of the meeting held 27th May 2015 were noted.  There were items on 
the agenda to be discussed as a result of that meeting. 
 

72/15 ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION 
The minutes of the meeting held 15th May 2015 were noted.  Cllr. Castle was happy 
to stand down from representation on this body.  (At Full Town Council on 26th May 
it was agreed that Councillors Loosmore and Farrell would represent Marlborough 
Town Council at the Allotment Association).  Cllr. Farrell noted that she had not been 
advised of meeting dates and asked to be notified of these in future. 

 
73/15 RE-LETTERING OF MEMORIAL STONES AT THE COMMON 
 An offer from a local resident and master painter, Mr Mark Nash, to restore the 

lettering on the memorial stones on the Common had been received and was 
welcomed by the Committee as it had been by the Common Users Group.  A 
suggestion to hold a ceremony to mark the refurbishment as suggested by local 
historian, Mr Neil Stevens, was also discussed. 

 
RESOLVED: to accept Mr Nash’s generous offer to re-letter the memorial stones 
and hold an appropriate ceremony or associated exhibition once the work was 
completed. 

 
74/15 CEMETERIES 

i) Recent grants of Exclusive Rights of Burial were noted.   
 
ii) Approved Memorials and Inscriptions were noted. 
 



 

iii) The Committee considered a request from a member of the public about the 
locking of the Cemetery gates.   

 
RESOLVED: Members recognised this particular request was an exceptional case, 
and agreed to provide a key to the main gates in this one instance in order to allow 
full disability access via motor vehicle. 
 
iv)  A further request for an oversized Memorial was considered.  It was noted that 
other applicants had been refused any exceptions to the regulations and it would not 
be fair to allow it on this occasion.   It was also noted there was no headstone on the 
adjacent plot and there could be problems excavating to install one in the future if the 
request was granted.  It was noted too that previous decisions can only be rescinded 
under the circumstances set down under Standing Order 8a. 

 
 RESOLVED: to write to the applicant to reiterate the previous decision that the rules 

set dimensions for memorials and to change this for this one request would not be 
fair to others previously turned down.  

 
The members of the public left the meeting. 

 
75/15 USE OF OPEN SPACES 

The contents of the Town Clerk’s report covering events at The Common were 
noted. 
RESOLVED: to add a calendar of events for The Common to the Marlborough Town 
Council website. 

 
76/15 PLUME OF FEATHERS GARDEN 

Members considered the future of Plume of Feathers Garden.  It was not known at 
this stage whether the Richmond Fellowship would request a new lease  a renewal 
of the current lease would not be possible).  Other suggestions had been made 
including a recent approach from the Allotment Association. 

 
RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk would draw together proposals for consideration at 
the A&OS meeting scheduled for 20th July 2015. 

 
77/15 SOUTH WEST IN BLOOM (SWiB) 

A report from the Grounds and Estates Manager was considered. 
 

RESOLVED: that it was reasonable for the Grounds and Estates Manager to spend 
time supporting local community group, Marlborough in Bloom, in the lead up to the 
South West in Bloom competition during the transition to it becoming a self-
sustaining organisation. 

 
78/15 TOWN MILL MACHINERY 

The Town Clerk’s report about the future storage and siting of the former Town Mill 
machinery was considered.  She had been approached locally with a potential 
location for the equipment. 

 
RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk should follow up the offer to relocate the Town Mill 
machinery. 

 
79/15 VILLAGE GREEN AT ELCOT LANE 

A report on a meeting with members of the Village Green Committee was 
considered. 



 

RESOLVED: to contribute £750 towards the planting of trees and suggest that the 
Elcot Lane Playing Fields Committee approaches the Area Board or other 
organisations to match this funding and meet the estimated £1,500 cost. 
 

80/15 TELEPHONE BOXES 
In was noted that Cllr. Cook had withdrawn his proposal for ‘green’ telephone boxes 
to be used as mobile charger points.  This was agreed by Full Council as a low 
priority project at its meeting of 26th May 2015 (Min.41/15). 

 
 RESOLVED: that the project for ‘green’ telephone boxes used as mobile charger 

points be withdrawn. 
 
81/15 A&OS COMMITTEE PRIORITIES 

A report on project priorities was noted and agreed. 
 
82/15 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

RESOLVED: in view of the confidential nature of the following item of business 
about to be transacted, that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of 
the meeting in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission of 
Meetings) Act 1960. 

 
83/15 APPROACH ROAD TO CEMETERY 

Quotations for surfacing work were noted.  More quotations were awaited. 
 

 
84/15 REPAIRS TO WALL AT PRIORY GARDENS 

Quotations for repairs were considered.  Rebuilding a section of the wall was a high 
priority following a Health & Safety Review, whilst the repairs to the remainder of the 
wall were less urgent. 
RESOLVED: by 4 votes for with 1 abstention to recommend to the Finance & Policy 
Committee that RAM Building Ltd be contracted to rebuild a section of the Priory 
Garden wall. 

 
  The meeting closed at 9.15 pm 
 
 
 
  
  Signed ……………………………………..    Date ………………………………….. 
  Chairman 
 
  
   
   
 
 
  


