
 

MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

AMENITIES AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 
19th October 2015 in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough, at 7.38 pm 

 

 
PRESENT Councillor G. Loosmore Chairman 
 Councillor M. Rose Town Mayor 
 Councillor E.M. Hannaford-Dobson 
 Councillor B. Castle 
 Councillor A. Kirk Wilson 
 Councillor L. Farrell 
 Councillor B. Lam 
  
 
ALSO Councillor S. Dobson Observing 
PRESENT Councillor M. Hall Observing 
 Councillor N. Barrett-Morton Observing 

Councillor J. Cook Observing 
Mrs S. Parker Town Clerk 

 Mrs D. Whitehall Administrator 
 Mr. R. Beale Grounds & Estates Manager 
 Mrs. S. Pryor The Adviser 
    
 Plus 3 members of the public 
  
 

 
 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Mrs Compton, Resident – asked for justification for certain areas of habitat being 
removed near the leat in Cooper’s Meadow during recent Working Party activity by 
the Cooper’s Meadow User Group.  
Grounds & Estates Manager – Any alterations made were informed by the User 
Group.  Whilst it had been agreed to improve habitat, for example, for the water 
voles, it was important to strike a balance for lots of people with varying opinions, so 
work undertaken would not always be to everyone’s liking. 
Mrs Compton – felt it went against recommendations by wildlife experts and she 
personally did not support the destruction of habitat.  She was explaining to people 
that this wasn’t done by ARK but, the Town Council and three Councillors – Dobson, 
Hannaford-Dobson and Rose. 
Town Mayor – refuted Mrs Compton as, although she attended, she had not taken 
part in the work.  Some people had said how much nicer it now looked and how 
nature had the ability to regrow. 
Chairman – thanked Mrs Compton for her question and noted her points. 
 
Mrs Jennifer Clarke, Resident – asked whether a kissing gate could be installed to 
allow access to the areas in Stonebridge Meadow currently fenced off for grazing.   
Cllr. Castle – confirmed that ARK had applied for third party funding for a kissing 
gate. 
Mrs Clarke – asked about the purpose of the white lines spray painted in the 
meadow near the dipping pond and asked whether a fence was going to be erected. 
Grounds & Estates Manager – the lines were a guide for the tractor driver to 



 

delineate areas to be mown and left unmown. 
 
Mr Nigel Kerton, resident – the water feature recently completed in Stonebridge 
Meadow by ARK had been initially described as a ‘scrape’ but now had ‘Deep Water’ 
signs.  Had RoSPA been consulted as the pond was in a public area and was there 
any intention to supply floatation devices such as life belts? 
Grounds & Estates Manager – there had been a Health & Safety Inspector visit to 
the site the previous week.  The auditor enjoyed the tour and recommended extra 
bars to the fencing on the dipping pond. The full report had not yet been received 
but, the Inspector had not recommended floatation devices or extra signs at the time 
of her visit. 
Mr Kerton – should you seek advice from RoSPA about the risk of drowning? 
Chairman – noted Mr Kerton’s points and would provide a written response. 
 
Cllr. Cook – further to Mrs Compton’s question, Cllr. Cook had attended the 
Cooper’s Meadow Working Party and there were no other Councillors present at the 
time he visited.  He felt the area now looked beautiful and reinforced that the 
meadow was owned by Marlborough Town Council as an amenity for the whole of 
the town. 

 
319/15 APOLOGIES 

An apology for absence was received from Councillor Ross. 
  
320/15 DECLARATION(S) OF INTEREST 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
  
321/15 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Yet again Marlborough town had excelled in its entry to South West in Bloom.  The 
result showed what could be achieved when a community worked together.  He 
hoped 2016 would be even better and thanked and commended the volunteers and 
the Grounds & Estates Manager’s team. 

   
322/15 MINUTES 

Cllr. Dobson asked whether there had been any follow-up to two points on 
Stonebridge Meadow raised during Public Question Time at the meeting held 20th 
July 2015, and asked for clarification on whether Councillors should be copied in on 
any such replies.  The Town Clerk clarified that any responses should be from the 
Town Clerk, not the Chairman of the relevant Committee.  

 
 During Public Question Time, where a name had been omitted, it was agreed that 

the word ‘Resident’ be inserted. 
 

RESOLVED: Subject to one minor amendment, that the Minutes of the meeting held 
on 20th July 2015 be approved and signed as a correct record. 

  
323/15 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

The contents of the Town Clerk’s report were noted.   
 
Cllr. Dobson and the Town Clerk had recently attended a course on Charity Trusts 
which had proved very useful.  As a result, some changes would be made to the 
proposed Declaration of Trust for Stonebridge Meadow through a solicitor 
specialising in this area of work.   
 



 

Cllr. Hannaford-Dobson commended the Grounds & Estates Manager on the 
improvements to the approach road to the Cemetery following recent works. 
 

324/15 TREE SURVEY 
 Members considered the impact and scope of tree works recommended by the 

commissioned Tree Survey.  Main points were that: 
 Work to trees would be an ongoing issue for the town and some attractive 

mature trees would be lost 
 There was a particular problem with Horse Chestnut trees being weakened as 

a result of leaf miner infestation   
 The ability of the Grounds Team to carry out some of the work in-house would 

reduce overall expense (estimated at approximately £16,000) 
 As some trees would inevitably be lost in groups, some public communication 

might be beneficial   
 The possibility that local residents might be offered the opportunity to donate 

replacement trees   
 It was important to contact the Free family who had been involved in the 

original planting of Horse Chestnuts along Frees Avenue  
 That the Common Users Group had been informed of the work at its most 

recent meeting. 
 

RESOLVED: that the Grounds & Estates Manager should follow through with the 
recommendations within the Tree Survey report and that high priority works be 
processed with due haste.   
 
RESOLVED: that appropriate machinery should be hired or purchased to allow cost 
savings through use of the Council’s in-house expertise 
 
RESOLVED: to delegate to the Grounds & Estates Manager and Town Clerk the 
possible sale of wood arising from tree works. 

 
325/15 GRASS CUTTING 
 Members considered Wiltshire Council’s current grass cutting provision and an 

opportunity to take this on at a local level.  There was general consensus that the 
current situation was unsatisfactory with up to four different parties involved in grass 
cutting around the town.  The details of the offer were currently unclear as to whether 
any equipment or funding would accompany the transfer, if it would take the form of 
a Community Asset Transfer or be devolved via Section 96 Licence agreements. 
Other towns had already lodged expressions of interest with Wiltshire Council about 
devolution of this service. 

 
The Town Clerk referred to a letter from Cllr Dick Tonge, WC Cabinet Member for 
Finance, who had written to all town and parish councils explaining that a bundle of 
assets and services were being devolved to Salisbury City Council and this would 
set best practice for others.  Once this had been completed other towns and 
parishes requests would be processed. 

 
RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk should confirm that the Town Council should 
express an interest in taking on Wiltshire Council’s grass cutting services and find 
out more about: 

 Exactly which areas are included in the offer 

 The basis on which this devolution of services is based (i.e. Community Asset 
Transfer into the ownership of the Town Council, or S96 Licences) 

 What funding (or other resource) was available alongside the offer. 



 

 
326/15 STONEBRIDGE MEADOW 
 The Grounds & Estate Manager’s report was noted.  Main points of discussion were: 
 

 That the minutes of the Stonebridge Management Committee meeting of 7th 
October were not considered accurate by some Town Council representatives 
to that committee and were to be amended 

 The outcome of a recent site visit 

 That, following a professional tree survey, significant tree work was required 
and that with evidence of bat roosts, a bat survey would be required ahead of 
felling   

 Tree surgery and felling costs would need to be shared between ARK and the 
Town Council as joint owners of the meadow  

 Following a request from a member of the public, the agreed line of Footpath 
45 was currently being cut in by Wiltshire Council 

 The siting and legalities governing wildlife cameras and that signs had been 
erected notifying the public of them 

 The possibility of a policy to cover the reporting of crimes in the meadow 

 Access for Thames Water to manholes for sewage works 

 The replacement of a pole near the Football Club by Scottish and Southern 
Power. 
 

RESOLVED: that the Grounds & Estates Manager’s report and draft SMC 
minutes were noted. 
 
RESOLVED: that the bat survey and tree surgery should go ahead as soon as 
possible at a shared cost between Marlborough Town Council and ARK. 
 
RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk would seek clarification from the 
Neighbourhood Policing Team on reporting incidents and crimes at Stonebridge 
Meadow. 
 
RESOLVED: that a special meeting of the Management Committee should be 
convened to discuss the use of wildlife cameras and cost sharing for the tree 
work and bat survey. 

 
327/15 COOPER’S MEADOW 
 The Grounds & Estates Manager’s report was noted. 
  

RESOLVED: that the Grounds & Estates Manager should call and run a meeting for 
the Cooper’s Meadow Users Group. 
 
RESOLVED: that the Grounds & Estates Manager should approach play equipment 
companies to investigate the provision of wooden play equipment and that the Youth 
Council be given the opportunity to be involved. 
 
Two members of the public left the meeting 

 
328/15 PRIORY GARDENS 

The Town Clerk’s report was noted. 
 

RESOLVED: that a Memorial Tree (replacement Cherry Tree) be planted in Priory 
Gardens. 
 



 

RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk liaises with St John’s Academy, Marlborough, 
about students undertaking community activities at Priory Gardens. 
 
RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk should clarify the legal status of ownership issues 
for all areas of land in Priory Gardens. 
 
A member of the public left the meeting 
  

329/15 THE COMMON 
 The minutes of the Common Users Group held on Tuesday 13th October 2015 were 

noted.  Parking on the Common (including issues around a definitive policy on event 
parking) would be added to the agenda for the next A&OS meeting scheduled for 8th 
February 2016. 

 
330/15 ORCHARD ROAD PLAY AREA 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted.  Members noted that unexpected legal issues 

had arisen, which the Town Clerk was pursuing.  In a separate capacity, Cllr. 
Dobson was in discussion with Aster Homes and would keep the Town Clerk 
advised of any additional information that may be useful to her enquiries. 

 
331/15 JUBILEE FIELD, MANTON 

The Grounds & Estates Manager’s report was noted.  A number of requests from 
Manton in Bloom were discussed and Members felt that whilst there was scope for a 
swathe of grass to remain uncut and planted with bulbs/wild flowers, there was no 
real need for a tree trunk in this area as there was sufficient dead wood habitat in 
other areas of the field.  Members also agreed with the Ground & Estates Manager’s 
view that it was not appropriate to allow cultivation of edible plants within the field. 

  
 The Town Clerk reminded Members that the land was administered by a Charitable 

Trust. 
 

RESOLVED: to support the Grounds & Estates Manager’s recommendations for 
work at Jubilee Field as requested by Manton in Bloom.   

 
332/15 CEMETERIES 

i)  Recent grants of Exclusive Rights of Burial were noted. 
ii) Approved Memorials and Inscriptions were noted. 

 
333/15 SOUTH WEST IN BLOOM 

The Grounds & Estates Manager’s report was noted.  Members commended and 
thanked volunteers and staff for their hard work. 

 
334/15 A&OS COMMITTEE – BUDGET SETTING – 2016/17 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted together with a suggested budget forecast for 

2016/17.  Main points of discussion were: 
 That work to the listed wall in Priory Gardens (costed at £23,000) could be 

carried out in yearly stages or a sinking fund built up 
 That solar panels were no a realistic option for the Workshop 
 That legal work would increase over the next 2-3 years costs and that this 

should be reflected in the relevant budget line.  
 A further breakdown of income was requested for when the budget was 

referred to the Finance & Policy Committee. 
  



 

 RESOLVED: subject to the amendments discussed, to recommend the budget 
figures to the Finance & Policy Committee. 

 
  The meeting closed at 9.17 pm 
 
 
 
  
  Signed ……………………………………..    Date ………………………………….. 
  Chairman 
 
  
   
   
 
 
  


