
MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

AMENITIES AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities and Open Spaces Committee held on the 17th February, 
2014 in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough, at 8.25 pm. 

 

 
PRESENT Councillor B. Castle Chairman 
 Councillor G. Loosmore Town Mayor   
 Councillor Mrs M. Rose 
 Councillor B. Lam 
 Councillor L. Farrell 
 Councillor J. Cook 
 Councillor M. Hall 
 Councillor A. Light 
 
  
ALSO Mrs S. Parker Town Clerk 
PRESENT Mrs S. Fry Office Manager 
 Mr. R. Beale Grounds and Estates Manager 
 
 Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson Observing 
 Councillor A. Ross Observing 
 Councillor A. Kirk Wilson Observing 
 Mrs. C. Hitchmough ARK 
 Mrs. S. Pryor The Adviser 
 Mr. G. Isaaman Marlborough News Online 
    
 

 
479/13 APOLOGIES 
 There were no apologies for absence 
 
480/13 DECLARATION(S) OF INTEREST 
 There were no declarations of interest or requests for dispensations. 
  
481/13 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Congratulations were passed to Nigel Weatherly on his appointment as Foreman to 
the Grounds Team.  Empathy was expressed for all the other candidates for this 
internal post and that their hard work and dedication to the Council was recognised.  

 
The floods of the previous 6 weeks were, for the present, receding. There had been no 
ingress of flood water directly by the River Kennet.  The newly installed protective wall 
at Kennet Place had fulfilled its task.  Erected by the Department of the Environment 
with a  significant contribution from the Town Council, it had been a worthwhile 
investment for the security of the town. Some gardens and public places had been 
invaded by flood water including Priory Gardens and Coopers Meadow. Untreated, 
diluted sewage continued to pour from the Thames Water pipe running the length of 
the Meadow.  This hazard invariably occurred during periods of heavy rain and created 
a recognised health hazard to the public.  For this reason Coopers Meadow had been 



closed for much of January and February.  Thames Water should be pressed for a 
lasting solution to the problem. 

 
The snowdrops in the Old Cemetery looked splendid despite the overlying 
undergrowth.  It was regrettable that the planned Community Clear-Up was unable to 
go ahead.  There would, no doubt, be another opportunity for this in the spring. 

 
 The Chairman informed Members that unless they had any objections, he would  

suspend Standing Orders during Item 7 of the agenda to allow Mrs C. Hitchmough 
from ARK to speak. 

  
482/13 MINUTES 
 RESOLVED: unanimously that the Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 25th  
 November 2013 be approved and signed as a correct record by the Chairman. 
 
483/13 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
 It was agreed that that the contents of the Town Clerk’s report be noted.  
 
484/13 GROUNDS AND ESTATE’S MANAGER REPORTS  

The Grounds and Estate Manager’s report was noted 
  
 RESOLVED: unanimously that an Air Compressor is bought for the Workshop and it 
 is delegated to the Town Clerk to agree with the Grounds and Estates Manager the 
 appropriate machine as a charge to the relevant budget and in line with Financial 
 Regulations. 
 
 Councillor Rose requested that the Holly tree be reshaped in the old Cemetery. 
 
485/13 STONEBRIDGE MEADOW 
 The Town Clerks reported was noted. 
 

During a Suspension of Standing Orders, Mrs. C. Hitchmough highlighted the following 
points and proposals for a reed bed at Stonebridge Meadow: 

  
 The formation of a reed bed would help to naturally filter out pollutants as well 

as providing a good habitat for wildlife 
 That, should the Council support the proposal for a reed bed, then ARK would 

apply for external funding 
 The time scale for this work would be funding dependant but, hopefully, it would 

be carried out during the summer 
 The funding required was estimated at approximately £20,000 
 Reed beds were low maintenance, but a maintenance plan would be provided 
 The planned pond would still be a feature of the amenity area (test pits were 

currently in place) 
 These additions would be both beneficial in a health and an educational way. 

 
 The Chairman thanked Mrs. Hitchmough for her helpful presentation of the proposal. 
  
 RESOLVED: i) That the joint consultation goes ahead and a draft questionnaire is  
 submitted to the A & OS Committee for approval 
 ii) That a Stonebridge Meadow Workshop takes place in the Town Hall 



 iii) That proposals for a reed bed at Stonebridge Meadow are submitted to Full Town  
 Council for approval 
 
486/13 MARLBOROUGH COMMON 
 The Town Clerk’s report and minutes from the CUG were noted. 
   

RESOLVED: i) that the Grounds Team installs 2 posts at the new path on the 
Common ii) that the new design layout for the hay meadow/mammal reserve can go 
ahead. 

 
487/13 CEMETERY 

(i)Grants of Exclusive Rights of Burial and Notices of Internment 
RESOLVED: that the contents of the report on Grants of Exclusive Rights of Burial be 
received and noted 
 

  (ii) Memorials and Inscriptions  
  RESOLVED: that the contents of the report on Memorials and Inscriptions be received  
  and noted. 
 
 (iii) Purchase of additional Burial Equipment. 

The Town Clerk’s report was noted.   
 
Members discussed a request about coffin trestles and webbing submitted during 
Public Question Time at Full Council on 20th January.  Drawing on information 
supplied about best practice at other cemeteries, Members discussed the possibility of 
the Town Council purchasing this equipment for use at burials. 
  
RESOLVED: that Funeral Directors supply this equipment in line with most other local 
Town Councils   
 

 iv)  Parking at Cemetery 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted.  
 
 RESOLVED: that it is delegated to the Town Clerk and Grounds and Estates Manager  
 to carry out remedial work and provide protective mesh at the Cemetery as a  
 charge to the relevant budget and within the rules laid down in Financial Regulations. 
 
488/13 BRITAIN IN BLOOM 

The Town Clerk’s report was noted. Members considered whether to recommend to 
Full Town Council that Marlborough enters South West in Bloom 2014.   
 
Representatives from the A&OS Committee and the Grounds and Estates Manager 
would be attending the South West in Bloom Seminar in Bath on 20th February. 

 
 RESOLVED: that the A & OS Committee recommends to Full Town Council that 
 Marlborough enters South West in Bloom 2014. 
 
489/13 BUS SHELTER 
 The Town Clerk’s Report was noted. Main discussion points were: 

 That the outcome of the Wiltshire Council review into bus services was not yet 
known but was likely to involve a reduction in services 



 User numbers 

 The local Wiggly Bus service  

 The costs of installing the shelter  

 The benefits of a shelter, particularly to the elderly 

 That 6 months had passed since the original decision had been made 
(Min.639/12) 

 Detrimental visual effect to the street scene. 
 
RESOLVED: that the previous decision to install a Bus Shelter in the High Street be 
reversed 

  
 This is in line with Standing Order 11a 
 
490/13 MEMORIAL BENCH ON THE GREEN 
 The committee considered a request for a memorial bench to be sited on The Green. 
  
 RESOLVED:  that this request be granted and that the bench is installed by the 
 Grounds Team 
 
491/13 NEW RIDE-ON LAWNMOWER 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted. 
 

RESOLVED: That the A&OS Committee recommends to the Finance and Policy 
Committee that it considers options to replace the ride-on lawnmower at its next 
meeting 

 
 492/13 REPLACEMENT VAN 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted. 
 
 It was agreed that once further details were available, options for a replacement 
 vehicle would be taken to the appropriate committee. 
 
 
 
 The meeting closed at 9.45pm          
 
 Signed ………………………………………               Dated …………………………….. 
 Chairman                                                    
 
 
  
 
  
 


