
 

 

MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

AMENITIES AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities and Open Spaces Committee held on the 3rd June, 2013 in 
the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough, at 8.05 pm. 

 

 
PRESENT Councillor B. Castle Chairman 
 Councillor G. Loosmore Town Mayor   
 Councillor Mrs M. Rose 
 Councillor B. Lam 
 Councillor J. Cook 
 Councillor Ms L. Farrell 
  
ALSO Mrs S. Parker Town Clerk 
PRESENT Mrs S. Fry Office Manager 
 Mr. R. Beale Head Gardener 
 Councillor A. Ross Observing 
 Mrs S. Pryor The Adviser 
 Mr. G. Isaaman Marlborough News Online 
 Mrs P. Davenport Marlborough Community Orchard 
 Mrs C Hitchmough Action for the River Kennet (ARK) 
 Plus 2 members of the public   
 

 
73/13 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
 The Town Mayor opened the meeting, and took the Chair for the first agenda item. 
  
 Proposed by Councillor Mrs M. Rose, seconded by Councillor B. Lam that  
 Councillor B. Castle be elected as Chairman of the Amenities and Open Spaces  
 Committee. 
 
 RESOLVED: unanimously that Councillor B. Castle be elected as Chairman of the  
 Amenities and Open Spaces Committee. 
 
 Councillor B. Castle took the Chair. 
 
74/13 APOLOGIES 
 There were no apologies for absence. 
 
75/13 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN 
 Proposed by Councillor B. Castle, seconded by Councillor B. Lam that Councillor    
 Mrs M. Rose be elected as Vice Chairman of the Amenities and Open Spaces  
 Committee. 
 
 RESOLVED: unanimously that Councillor Mrs M. Rose be elected as Vice Chairman  
 of the Amenities and Open Spaces Committee. 
 
 



 

 

76/13 DECLARATION(S) OF INTEREST 
 There were no declarations of interest or requests for dispensations. 
  
77/13 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 The Chairman thanked Members for his election. 
 
 It was important not to lose sight of the importance of going forward with 
 the Cemetery extension project. 
 

The Annual Rugby Club Dinners would take place on 7th and 8th June for the Annual 
Youth  Award Dinner and Senior Ball. 
 

 The Environment Agency had confirmed that the Flood Wall defence work would be  
 completed by the end of July.   
 

The Town Clerk was reminding users of The Common about the importance of securing 
access to the area in terms of locking gates/barriers particularly during the summer 
months 
 
The Chairman thanked Philippa Davenport and other volunteers for all the hard work 
undertaken by the Marlborough Community Orchard group, particularly around the 
planting of the Mulberry Tree on 28th April.  The tree was donated by the National Tree 
Council to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee. 

 
An e-mail received from Councillor Mrs. E.M.Hannaford-Dobson regarding her concerns 
about certain areas in Coopers Meadow would be dealt as part of the Head Gardener’s 
report. 

 
78/13 MINUTES 
 RESOLVED: that the Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 15th April, 2013 be  
 approved and signed as a correct record by the Chairman. 
 
79/13 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
 It was agreed that that the contents of the Town Clerk’s report be noted. 
  
80/13 HEAD GARDENER’S REPORT 
 It was agreed that the Head Gardener’s report be noted. 
 
 The Head Gardener stated that should the Town Council wish to consider entering in  
 the ‘Britain in Bloom’ competition in the future he felt that the Council were now in a 
 better position to do this but, it would require a small additional budget and also  
 that involvement from the community was essential. 
 
 Dog fouling was still a problem in certain areas in the Town, one of these being St. 
 Mary’s Churchyard.  The Town Clerk suggested that raising public awareness of 
 these problems may well help.  One way in which this can be done is by using a 
 map and highlighting the worst affected areas.  Members of the public could also be  
 encouraged to take part and report their findings to the office. 
 
 It was agreed that this should be taken forward by the Town Clerk and Head Gardener. 



 

 

 
 The Head Gardener stated that Coopers Meadow was a mixed use area.  The area 
 presently being used as a test area for wild flowers appeared to contain  a lot of weeds 
 and that this should be addressed. 
  
81/13 OPEN SPACES REQUEST 
 Members considered a request from the Carnival/Fun Day Committee to use the 
 Common on Sunday 14th July 
 
 RESOLVED: unanimously that this request be granted subject to the usual  
 conditions and that the Town Council receives acknowledgement of use of its 
 land in all publicity material.  Included in the letter they will be asked to contact the Golf  
 Club, Rugby Club and Flying Club to let them know this event will be taking place. 
 
82/13 CEMETERY 

(a) Grants of Exclusive Rights of Burial and Notices of Internment 
RESOLVED: that the contents of the report on Grants of Exclusive Rights of Burial be 
received and noted. 
 

  (b) Memorials and Inscriptions  
  RESOLVED: that the contents of the report on Memorials and Inscriptions be received  
  and noted. 
 
83/13 COMMITTEE ACHEIVEMENTS IN 2012/13 
 It was agreed that the contents of the report by the former Chair of the Amenities and 
 Open Spaces Committee be noted. 
 
 Councillor Mrs. Rose enquired as to whether the problem of flooding on some of the 
 allotments at Stonebridge Lane was being addressed.  One possible solution would 
 be to make the allotments into raised beds using old railway sleepers.  
 It was agreed that a letter should be sent to the Chairman of the Allotment Society 
 to arrange a meeting to discuss this and any other issues regarding the 
 allotments. 
 
84/13 TOWN TOUR 
 It was agreed that the report from the Town Clerk be noted. 
 
 RESOLVED: that Members take part in the Town Tour during the afternoon of 
 Saturday 27th July, 2013. 
 
85/13 TOWN MILL 

Members considered a report from the Town Clerk about the proposal to install former 
gear wheels from the old Mill at the entrance to the Town Mill development.  Main points 
of discussion included: 

 

 The importance of progressing this project which highlighted the town’s heritage  

 Concerns regarding the legalities of placing the former gear wheels on the land 
not in the ownership of the Town Council, particularly around liability and 
insurance  



 

 

 That the Council should continue with its claim on the land regardless of whether 
or not the gear wheels were placed there 

 The main bulk of the design and engineering work around installation of the 
display should wait until legal issues had been resolved. However, the weighing 
of the machinery could go ahead. 

 
  
 RESOLVED: unanimously that the Town Clerk obtains a breakdown of the quote for 

the project design, proceeds with the claim on the land and checks liability cover with 
the Town Council’s insurers 

  
86/13 THE GREEN 

Members noted the Town Clerk’s report about the consultation around the planting of 
apple trees on The Green which runs to 14th June. 

  
 RESOLVED: that this item be referred to Full Town Council for a decision at its 
 meeting on the 24th June, 2013. 
 
87/13 STONEBRIDGE MEADOW 

Members noted the Town Clerk’s update report about the joint management of 
Stonebridge Meadow.  Main points of discussion included: 

 The use of barbed wire on stock fencing  
 Possible dangers to the public using the land 
 Liability responsibilities 

  
During a Suspension of Standing Orders, Mrs. C. Hitchmough of Action for the River 
Kennet (ARK) explained the reasoning behind using barbed wire at the site and that it 
was line with good farming practice and did not contravene regulations.  Mr N. Kerton, a 
local resident, reported that the use of barbed wire was not in line with farming practice 
and that it presented a danger in the meadow which was often used by local families.  
Mr Kerton was seeking advice through Wiltshire Council and his M.P.  He also raised 
concerns about the change of use of land now in the ownership of neighbouring 
householders. 

  
 RESOLVED: (i) That the Head Gardener undertakes a Risk Assessment of  
 Stonebridge Meadow with a representative from ARK as soon as possible  

(ii) That the barbed wire fence remains in place with notices to alert the public whilst the 
Town Clerk seeks advice from appropriate professional advisors. 

. 
 
88/13 DIAMOND JUBILEE PLANTATION – INFORMATION BOARDS 
 Members noted the report by the Town Clerk.   
 

During a Suspension of Standing Orders, Mrs P. Davenport of Marlborough 
Community Orchard delivered a short presentation about the proposal to install 2 
Information Boards at the newly planted Diamond Jubilee Plantation at The Common.  
One board would set out details about the various apple varieties as well as other fruit 
trees at the site.  The second board would list the names and organisations sponsoring 
the trees. 
 



 

 

This cost is estimated at a maximum of £2,000 and would be a charge to the A&OS 
Projects budget (Code 4314).  This purchase would be subject to the usual Financial 
Regulations (para 10.3 and 11 (h)) regarding obtaining value for money.  

 
RESOLVED: unanimously that Marlborough Town Council agrees to fund 2 
Information Boards at the Diamond Jubilee Plantation and that it is delegated to the 
Town Clerk under the Scheme of Delegation (para 2.2) to follow the project through up 
to a limit of £2,000.  

 
89/13 MARLBOROUGH FOOD AND DRINK FESTIVAL 

The report from the Town Clerk was noted.  The Chairman confirmed that there had 
been a meeting with the Common Users Group to discuss the 2014 Festival on 29th 
May.  All members of the group had welcomed and supported the proposal. 
 
RESOLVED:  unanimously that Members agree that the Marlborough Food and Drink 
Festival should go ahead and that the organisers are encouraged to work with local 

 businesses and markets. 
 
90/13 BUS SHELTER 

Members noted the report by the Town Clerk.  The Town Clerk confirmed that recent 
discussions with the Bus Services Manager at Wiltshire Council had indicated that there 
may be timetabling changes and possibly reductions to services over the course of the 
next few months that would affect services through the High Street.  Main points of 
discussion were: 
 

 That confirmation of changes to services should be awaited before going ahead 
with the order and purchase of the proposed shelter 

 That this may provide an opportunity to invite more feedback from bus users 
about the bus shelter proposal 

 That a decision had been made, in principle, to install a bus shelter (Minute 
639/12) and that this decision could only be rescinded within 6 months by a 
written motion bearing the names of at least 6 Councillors or by a motion moved 
in pursuance of the report or recommendation of a committee.  (Standing Order 
11 (a)). 

 

 
RESOLVED: unanimously that an order for a bus shelter is deferred whilst more 
information is awaited about passenger numbers and future timetabling together with 
consultation feedback. 

 
 
 The meeting closed at 10.00 pm 
 
 
 Signed ………………………………….                     Date ………………………….. 
 Chairman 
 
 
 
   


