
MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

FULL TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Full Town Council held on Monday 12th May, 2014 in the  
Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.00 pm. 

 

 
PRESENT Councillor G. Loosmore     Town Mayor  
 Councillor S. Dobson 

Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson 
 Councillor B. Castle 

Councillor Mrs P. Dow 
Councillor A. Ross 
Councillor A. Kirk Wilson 
Councillor Mrs M. Rose 
Councillor N. Barrett-Morton 

 Councillor Ms. L. Farrell 
 Councillor J. Cook 
 Councillor R. Allen 
 Councillor B. Lam 
 Councillor M. Hall 
 Councillor A. Light 
 
ALSO  Mrs. S. Parker      Town Clerk 
PRESENT Mrs S. Fry       Office Manager 
 Ms. A. Mauremootoo  Wiltshire Gazette & Herald 

Mr. G. Isaaman Marlborough News Online 
 Crew Manager Carl Barber Wiltshire Fire and Rescue 
 Revd Canon A Studdert-Kennedy 
    

 
 PRAYERS 

The Revd. Cannon Studdert-Kennedy opened the meeting with Prayers after which 
the Mayor thanked Revd. Cannon Studdert-Kennedy for being his Chaplain during  

 his mayoral year. 
  

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 There were no questions. 
 
  CRIME AND DISORDER 
 Members of the Wiltshire Constabulary will be present at the meeting on the 2nd June 
 to give a report and answer questions. 
 
 WILTSHIRE FIRE AND RESCUE 
 The Mayor welcomed Crew Manager, Carl Barber. 

Crew Manager Barber – gave a short report on recent incidents. He stated that the 
Brigade were keen to re-instate the Fire Forum starting with fire safety compliance in 
the High Street. 

 Cllr. B. Castle – enquired if there had been any access problems when appliances 
 had attended a recent fire at Tin Pit. 



 CM Barber – replied that he had not be aware of any but would take this back and 
 enquire. 
 Cllr. A. Kirk Wilson – asked if any of the false alarm calls had been malicious. 
 CM Barber – replied that the majority of the calls were from smoke alarms being 
 activated by burning toast, etc. Only 2 could be classed as malicious but these were 
 made by children playing with phones. 
 Cllr. J. Cook – asked if the Brigade had been consulted about access issues at 
 Cherry Orchard. 
 Cllr. A. Light – stated that there had been cases of double parking reported 
 in that area recently. 

CM Barber – stated that he would investigate access problems but that it was for the 
police to enforce any issues that arose. 

  
 The Mayor thanked Crew Manager Barber for attending the meeting. 
  

TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS TO AND FROM WILTSHIRE COUNCILLORS AND 
REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS. 
Councillor Fogg submitted a written update report that was read out by the 
Mayor –  

 Resurfacing would take place in St. Martin’s (including footpaths),London Road 
and Bath Road and that The Parade would also be added to the list 

 The problem of traffic turning into Culvermead Close to avoid frequent traffic  
jams at the end of George Lane would be addressed by a ‘No Through Road’ 
sign being erected 

 The dangerous state of Patten Alley, a busy footpath in the town, had been 
drawn to the attention of Wiltshire Council and it had been agreed that  
flagstones would be relaid as a priority. 

 The following issues had been raised and added to an agenda for future 
discussion – lighting in Ironmonger Lane, condition of the footpath between 
Duck’s Meadow and the Scout Hut and the high level of pollution in Herd and 
Barn Streets. 

 Cllr. Mrs P. Dow – thanked Councillor Dobson for his prompt action in reporting the  
 loose manhole cover in Barn Street. 
 Cllr. A. Ross – requested that the supply of ‘Brown Information’ signs for the  
 Merchants House be investigated.  Also, the supply of signs at Savernake Court - 
 ‘Concealed Entrance’ and/or ‘Go Slow’. 

Cllr. S. Dobson – reported that the Salisbury Road development proposal would be 
be returning to the Town Council for discussion. Repairs to the pavements in the High 
Street using flagstones, not tarmac, would commence next month.  The damage 
caused to the High Street road surface following the recent bus fire would be repaired. 

 Councillor Dobson urged Councillors to report any problems to either Cllr. Fogg or 
 himself. 
 Cllr. R. Allen – stated that there were footpaths in a worse condition than the Duck’s 
 Meadow/George Lane one.  He enquired as to how the condition of footpaths was 
 evaluated and works prioritised.  
 Cllr. B. Castle – requested that the allocation of footpaths be but on the agenda of the 
 next Full Town Council meeting. 

Cllr. S. Dobson – reported that the Figgins Lane footpath would be included in the 
schedule of repairs when the works were carried out to High Street pavements. 
The Mayor - enquired as to whether Cllr. Dobson could enlighten Members about 
reports circulating about cutbacks for street cleaning in Marlborough. 



Cllr. S. Dobson – stated that every service was being evaluated and that he would 
follow this up and report to the next meeting. 

 Cllr. B. Castle – stated that Councillors may have noticed that the bollards for the 
 twice weekly market were being put out very early  
 Cllr. S. Dobson – stated that he would report this to Wiltshire Council. 

Cllr. S. Dobson – the Town Hall would be a Polling Station for European Elections on 
22nd May and that all Councillors should encourage electors to use it as it may 
determine its future use as a Polling Station. 

  
625/13 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 An apology for absence was received from Councillor N. Fogg. 
 
626/13 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 There were no declarations of interest or requests for dispensations. 

  
627/13 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS  

The Food and Drink Festival had been a very enjoyable event and it was hoped that it 
would  return in 2015. 

 
 Progress is being made on the establishment of a Youth Council. 

 
The English Civil War re-enactment on 26/27 July would be filmed by Sky Vision as 
part of a documentary.  
 
The recent visit by Town Councillors to 4MI at Bulford Barracks was enjoyed by all 
The Mayor had also attended an awards ceremony at the Barracks where Major 
General Radford unveiled the Stuart Brown ‘Coming Home Op H18’ painting. 

 
 The proposal to establish a Community Covenant with 4MI is ongoing. 

 
Councillor Mrs M. Rose was helping to drive forward Marlborough’s entry into South 
West in Bloom.  Judging Day was scheduled for 8th July. 
 
Wiltshire Council’s Community Engagement Workshop was being held on Monday, 
19th May at the Neeld Hall in Chippenham.  This would discuss scheduled works for 
the coming year.  
 

 As this was the last Full Town Council meeting of his mayoral year, the Mayor thanked 
 Councillors for all their support, patience and hard work. He stated that he hoped the 
 Council would continue to move forward bearing in mind the 20:20 vision. 
 
628/13 MINUTES 

RESOLVED:  by 10 votes for with 5 abstentions that the minutes of the Full Town 
Council meeting held on 14th April, 2014 be approved and signed as a correct record.  

 
629/13 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted with the following issues raised – 

 Community Asset Transfer – third sentence to read ‘This together with the re-
instatement of the public toilets at the Town Hall is being taken forward.’ 

 S106 Funding – clarification be included of what resolution had been made 
about a Trim Trail at The Common by the previous Council. 



 CCTV – the Town Clerk reported that the requisite deposit had been paid and 
that the next step would be to contact the owners of buildings in the High Street 
identified as possible site locations. 

 
  

630/13 MEETING ADMINISTRATION  
The Town Clerk’s report was noted. The following issues were raised regarding 
streamlining the way agendas, reports and minutes were circulated with a view to 
having them delivered electronically which was in line with advice from the National 
Association of Local Councils (NALC) and forthcoming changes in legislation.  Main 
advantages of this included:  

 Cost effectiveness - savings would be made on paper, photocopying, staff 
hours and delivery charges 

 Helping the Town Council to operate more effectively and efficiently 
 That consideration be given to covering any out of pocket expenses incurred 

and that Councillors still had a right to receive hard copies should they so wish 
 That tablet devices for Councillors would enable Council business to be done 

more effectively and help work towards paperless meetings.  
 

RESOLVED: i) that quotations for the purchase of i pads (or an equivalent device) for 

Members  for Council business be sought.  

 RESOLVED: ii) unanimously that Standing Orders be amended to reflect that Agendas  

 can be sent by e-mail. 

 
631/13 REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS, SCHEME OF DELEGATION AND FINANCIAL 
 REGULATIONS 
 Councillors noted a report by the Town Clerk and considered the recommendations by  
 the Working Party set up to revise Standing Orders, the Scheme of Delegation and  

Financial Regulations and possible changes to Committee structure.  Councillor S. 
Dobson, the Town Clerk and Working party were thanked for their work on the review.  

  
It was noted that a full revision of Financial Regulations had not been possible as the 
new model produced by NALC had only been finally released in April 2104.  The 
Working Party would review this in the new Municipal Year.  It was recommended that 
the current version be amended in line with Standing Orders and re-adopted at the Full 
Council meeting of 2nd June. 
 
A small number of amendments were debated and agreed for both draft documents 
which, most notably, included: 
 
Scheme of Delegation - an amendment to the delegated responsibilities of the A&OS 
Committee at para. 4.6 and that the Staffing Committee (currently a Standing 
Committee) becomes a Sub-Committee 
Standing Orders – an amendment around the process for the election of the Deputy 
Mayor at para. 6 e)i. 

  

RESOLVED: - i) the revised, amended and agreed Scheme of Delegation be 

submitted for adoption at the first meeting of the Full Town Council on 2
nd

 June 2014  

ii) the revised, amended and agreed Standing Orders be submitted for adoption at 

the first meeting of the Full Town Council on 2
nd

 June 2014 



iii) the existing Financial Regulations are updated in line with Standing Orders and 
that these are re-submitted for adoption at the first meeting of the Full Town Council 
on 2nd June 2014 and that a full revision is undertaken by the Working Party  
Under current Standing Order 5a) xxiv the Mayor adjourned the meeting for 10 
minutes during this item. 
 

632/13 REQUEST BY MARLBOROUGH TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB FOR ADDITIONAL 
 LAND 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted. 
 

RESOLVED: that preliminary discussions take place with ARK at the Stonebridge 
Management meeting of 16th May about the request for land at the Meadow and that 
soon after MTFC invites both ARK and the Town Council to a presentation about the 
project.  

 
633/13 WW1 COMMEMORATIONS 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted. 
 

RESOLVED: i) to hold a wreath laying ceremony on 4th August to commemorate the 
start of the First World War involving 4MI, the Royal British Legion (RBL) and others. 

  
 Following a discussion, Councillors were informed by Cllr. A Light that the proposal  
 from the RBL regarding the request for the flagpole was withdrawn. 
 

RESOLVED: ii) that a Working Party be established to look at enhancements at the 
New Road War Memorial.  

  
634/13 REQUEST FOR USE OF THE TOWN CREST BY A LOCAL ORGANISATION 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted. 

RESOLVED: that Marlborough Accordion Orchestra be granted permission to use the 
Town Crest on their ‘stand banners’ but not on stationery, etc. 

  
It was agreed that the Town Clerk investigates the possibility of obtaining a licence for 
the use of the Town Crest/Coat of Arms via the Heraldry Society. 
 

635/13 LIAISON WITH OUTSIDE BODIES 
 Councillor B. Castle – reported that at a recent meeting of the North Wessex Downs 
 AONB he had tabled a proposal that the Town Council might wish to develop the Town 
 Hall Cells further.  This proposal was met favourably and match funding may well be 
 available for this project. 
 Chamber of Commerce – liaison and projects were ongoing. 
 Merchant’s House – a request had been made for ‘brown information’ signs. 

MADT – It was noted that Town Council representatives had not been invited to 
meetings.  

 CATG – issues around this important sub-group of the Area Board were ongoing. 
 Transition Marlborough – Meetings were ongoing 

ARK – the next Stonebridge Meadow Management meeting was scheduled for Friday, 
16th May. 

 KVAT – the live performances screened at the Town Hall were being well received. 
Allotment Association – allotment holders had recently re-formed their own 
association. 



 
636/13 MEMBERS QUESTION TIME 
 No questions had been received. 
 

637/13 SEALING OF DOCUMENTS  

RESOLVED: unanimously that the Common Seal of Marlborough Town Council be 
affixed to all documents necessary to give effect to the decisions of the Council. 

 
638/13 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 RESOLVED: that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be  
 transacted, that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting in  
 accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960. 
 
639/13 SECURITY REVIEW 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted. 
 RESOLVED: i) that it be noted that urgent actions and all recommendations  
 are moving forward in accordance with para 18.1 of Financial Regulations and  
 para 3.2 of the Scheme of Delegation. 
 ii) all recommendations in the Zurich report be actioned in order of priority. 
 iii) that costs are a charge to the Town Hall budget. 
 
640/13 OFFICE IT SYSTEM 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted.   

RESOLVED: that the preferred supplier be informed of the Council’s decision and that 
the Town Clerk and Cllr. Hall submit a refined proposal to Full Council on 2nd June 
2014 to reflect possibilities around both leasing arrangements and capital outlay.    

 
 
 
 The meeting closed at 10.20 pm 
 
 
 Signed ……………………………………..              Date ……………………………… 
 Chairman 
 


