
 

 

MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

FULL TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Full Town Council held on Monday 3rd March, 2014 in the  
Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.00 pm. 

 

 
PRESENT Councillor G. Loosmore     Town Mayor  
 Councillor S. Dobson 

Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson 
 Councillor B. Castle 
 Councillor Mrs P. Dow 

Councillor N. Fogg 
Councillor A. Ross 
Councillor A. Kirk Wilson 

 Councillor Mrs M. Rose 
Councillor N. Barrett-Morton 

 Councillor Ms. L. Farrell 
 Councillor J. Cook 
 Councillor B. Lam 
 Councillor R. Allen 
 Councillor M. Hall 
 Councillor A. Light 
 
ALSO  Mrs. S. Parker      Town Clerk 
PRESENT Mrs S. Fry       Office Manager 

Ms. A. Mauremootoo  Wiltshire Gazette & Herald 
Mr. G. Isaaman Marlborough News Online 
Mrs S. Pryor The Adviser 
Insp. M. Thompson Wiltshire Constabulary 

 Revd Cannon A Studdert-Kennedy 
 Plus 2 members of the emerging Youth Council 
 Plus 3 members of the public 
   

 
  
 PRAYERS 
 The Revd. Cannon Studdert-Kennedy opened the meeting with Prayers. 
 

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
There were no public questions. 
 

  CRIME AND DISORDER 
 The Mayor welcomed Inspector Mark Thompson. 
 Inspector Thomas gave the following update report –  
 
 There had been a steady decrease in ASB and Criminal Damage, with a reduction of 9  
 offences of ASB and 7 of Criminal Damage. 
 Dwelling Burglaries had remained at 2 throughout the period and our Priority Crime  



 

 

 Team recently made an arrest in Bristol. 
 
 Non- Dwelling Burglaries had increased with two offences– one to Marlborough Golf  
 Club and another to a Public House. 
 Theft offences remained at 24.  Theft by shoplifting had increased with 5 offences  
 occurring at Waitrose in Feb 2014.  There were also 7 thefts from motor vehicles  
 overnight in Feb 2014. 
 Reductions in Violence offences had been recorded. 
 Speed Enforcement Priority – Update 
 There had been in-excess of 97 patrols targeting traffic related offences across the  
 sector. 
 There had been 41 Fixed Penalty Notices issued 
 There had been 45 drivers warned 
 There had been 54 vehicles subject to fuel checks 
 Cherry Orchard – Traffic Priority 
 There had been 25 patrols of the area 
 There had been 5 Fixed Penalty Notices issued 
 Additional signage had been discussed with CATG and progression would be required  
 through the Town Council 
 Operation Banning 
 Two Search Warrants had been executed 
 Total of 55 offences now recorded against this operation 
 Total of 63 suspects had now been dealt with. 
  
 Cllr. A. Light – congratulated Inspector Thompson on the work that the police had 
 carried out regarding parking issues in Cherry Orchard and Orchard Road. 

Cllr. Mrs M. Rose – those living in rural areas often felt vulnerable.  Recently a 
neighbour had been broken into whilst they were resident.  Was there a mechanism 
whereby  the local community could be alerted  when criminals were  operating in 
area? 

 Insp Thompson - stated that he was aware of this incident, which thankfully was 
 rare.  Suspects had been apprehended. 
 
 The Mayor thanked Inspector Thompson for his report. 
  

TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS TO AND FROM WILTSHIRE COUNCILLORS AND 
REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS 

 Cllr. Mrs P. Dow – reported that there was a sunken manhole cover in Barn Street 
 and requested that Wiltshire Councillors reported this before it caused an accident 
 Cllr. S. Dobson – stated that he would report this 

The Mayor – stated that it would be beneficial to get an update from Wiltshire Council 
on its schedule of road repairs 
Cllr. N. Fogg – reported that he has received complaints from residents of 
Culvermead  Close regarding motorists turning in to the cul-de-sac assuming that it 
was a short cut through to the High Street.  Could a letter be sent to Wiltshire Council 
requesting signage such as ‘No Through Road’.  This would be followed up by the 
Town Clerk. 
Cllr. S. Dobson – following the very low turn out of WN2 electors in the East Ward 
during the last elections, Councillor Dobson stated that he had been lobbying Wiltshire 



 

 

Council to use the Town Hall for WN2 and that the Head of Electoral Services had 
confirmed that  this would be the case for the European Elections in May. 
 

 The Mayor – congratulated Councillor Dobson and thanked him for his hard work. 
Cllr. R. Allen – stated that it was important to remember that, unfortunately, the turn 
out for European Elections was normally low. 

 Cllr. R. Allen – enquired as to whether either of our Wiltshire Councillors had any 
 information on the proposed youth service cuts in the area. 
 Cllr. N. Fogg – replied that youth services in the area were very important and every 

effort should be made to minimise cuts to this service.  Unfortunately, cuts were having 
to be made in many areas. 
Cllr. S. Dobson – stated that youth services were among many that would suffer from 
budget cutbacks.  Possible solutions included:  

 Reduction in opening hours 
 Private contractors commissioned to provide youth services 
 Youth workers to become self employed. 
 Town and Parish Councils to assist with youth services in their areas. 

 Cllr. R. Allen – stated that he had heard rumours that Marlborough Youth Centre had  
 been targeted for closure. 

Cllr. J. Cook – stated that he was aware that the issue of 8 London Road was 
ongoing but would appreciate an update 

 Town Clerk – informed Members that a response had been received from Wiltshire  
 Council which would be circulated 
 Cllr. A. Ross – did Marlborough still have a Dog Warden?  Dog fouling was a major 
 issue at the Recreation Ground as in many other areas in the town.  Could additional 

signage be erected?  Town Council grounds staff should be congratulated for the way 
in which they dealt with this. 
Town Clerk – informed Members that there were only two wardens for the whole of  
the county who dealt with not only dog fouling but, also stray dogs.  John Quentin 
(responsible officer at Wiltshire Council) had been invited to attend a meeting of the A 
& OS committee to advise on this issue. 

  
493/13 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

There were no apologies for absence from Councillors.  Sgt Barry Reed sent his 
apologies. 

 
494/13 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 There were no declarations of interest or requests for dispensations. 

  
495/13 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 The Mayor said that following recent developments in the Ukraine, all should 
 spare a thought for the suffering of these people at this time, putting other   
 problems into perspective.  
 
 Some members of the emerging Youth Council were visiting Aldbourne Youth Council 
 on Tuesday evening  
 

The Air Training Corp Parade on 9th February was excellent and the Mayor had been 
proud to be part of the 2293 Marlborough Squadron’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations 

 



 

 

A Ceilidh evening would be held on 4th April in aid of the Mayor’s charities.  Further 
details will be available soon. 
 
The Town Council would be hosting Wiltshire Council’s next Market Towns Forum on 
1st April and this was a chance to showcase the Town Hall to other towns in the 
county. 

  
496/13 MINUTES 

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the Full Town Council meeting held on 27th January,  
 2014 be approved and signed as a correct record.  
 
497/13 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
 RESOLVED: unanimously that the contents of the Town Clerk’s report be noted and 
 that she be thanked for a comprehensive report. 
 
498/13 WRITTEN MOTION – CLLR. L. FARRELL (in accordance with Standing Order 3(b) 
 (iii) and 4(a)-(e)) 
 Councillor L. Farrell submitted the following written motion – 
 

The Town Council welcomes the  Energy Minister, Greg Barker's support that he 
gave to our  Mayor, for an ECO-funded project to retrofit more than 1,000 'hard-
to-treat' homes in the Marlborough Community Area (MCA), during the recent 
Green Energy Forum at the Conservative Club.  This will enable residents at risk 
of being in fuel poverty the chance to live in more energy-efficient homes. We 
call upon Wiltshire Council to support Transition Marlborough in their efforts to 
access ECO funds from one of the big energy companies in order to carry this 
through. 

 
 This motion was seconded by Councillor A. Light. 
 
 RESOLVED: unanimously that the Town Council supports this motion. 
 
499/13 STONEBRIDGE MEADOW – Reed Beds 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted. The following issues were raised by Councillors – 

 Whether there a need for an open pool area as well as a pond? 
 If the removal of the rails would  present safety issues with regard to there 

being no definitive edge to the path 
 Whether, if the current ditch was filled in, there would be flooding implications 

for the residents of Stonebridge Close  
 

During a Suspension of Standing Orders, Kevin Light of ARK  responded to 
Councillors questions:. 

 The installation of an open pool area and a pond serve two different functions to 
the area. 

 The edging would be made good following the removal of the railings and 
possibly a knee high rail installed. 

 There would be no increased danger to local residents from storm water as the 
reed beds would take up some of this and the weir could be opened to direct 
the water straight in to the river. 

 



 

 

 Councillor S. Dobson stated that safety and liability issues should be investigated  
 with the Town Council’s insurers before any work commenced. 
 
  
 RESOLVED: by 13 votes for with 2 abstentions (Cllrs S. Dobson and R. Allen be 

recorded as abstaining) that the proposal for reed beds at Stonebridge Meadow be 
approved. 

500/13 ENGLISH CIVIL WAR RE-ENACTMENT 
The Town Clerk’s report and verbal update were noted.  Main points of discussion 
included that 

 ECWS had offered a reduction in the cost of staging the event  
 ECWS had offered to help project manage the event 
 That there were a number of other associated events already planned 
 The History Society would  be applying for funding of £5,000 from the Area 

Board and would also be making a contribution of £1,000 
 Whether a cap of £1,500 should be placed on any project expenditure by the 

Town Council 
 This event should not be a drain on Town Council staff resources 

 
During a Suspension of Standing Orders, Mr. Ian MacDonald Watson spoke raising 
the following points – 

 
 The planned Summer School lectures were only part of the activities taking 

place  
 Such historical activities gave young people an insight into local history 

encouraging participation in outdoor pursuits. 
 It was the intention of ECWS to support the WW1 Celebrations. 

 
 Proposed by Cllr. N. Fogg, seconded by Councillor Mrs P. Dow and – 
 RESOLVED: by 6 votes for with 10 against that the English Civil War Re-enactment 
 on the Common be agreed but that a cap of £1,500 should be placed on expenditure  
 by the Town Council. 
 
 A named vote was requested –  
 For – Cllrs Fogg, Dow, Allen, Cook, Castle and Lam. 
 Against – Cllrs  Loosmore, Dobson, Hannaford-Dobson, Ross, Kirk-Wilson, Rose, 
 Barrett-Morton, Farrell, Hall and Light. 
 
 This proposal was lost. 
 
 Proposed by Councillor Hannaford-Dobson, seconded by Councillor S. Dobson and – 
  
 RESOLVED: by 10 votes for with 6 against that the English Civil War Re-enactment 

on The Common be agreed and that a contribution of £1,500 be made by the Town 
Council towards costs 

 
501/13 YOUTH COUNCIL 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted. 

Councillor Farrell informed members that the Youth Council was moving forward. A 
meeting was held recently in the Council Chamber, a Facebook page had been 



 

 

set up.  Once the Youth Council had been formed then a regular newsletter would be 
produced. Attention would now be given to setting up a structured committee. 

 
 RESOLVED: that Members note the work towards forming a Youth Council and look  
 forward to working with Marlborough Town Council’s newest young team. 
 
502/13 MEETING DATES 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted. 
 
 RESOLVED: (i)that the provisional dates for meeting for the next municipal year be  
 noted. 
 (ii) by 10 votes for with 3 against and 3 abstentions that Mayor Making takes place on  
 Friday, 23rd May 2014 with the first Full Town Council meeting on Tuesday, 27th May  
 2014. 
 (iii) that the List of Civic Events for the next municipal year be noted. 
 
503/13 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

The Town Clerk’s report was noted.  
  RESOLVED: that the Parish Meeting be held in 2 parts, the first to deal with the  
 business of looking at achievements, Chairs reports,  plans for 2014/15, then receive  
 questions from electors. The second, a forum for discussion on parking needs in the  
 town.  
 
504/13 SOUTH WEST IN BLOOM 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted.   
 Councillor Mrs Rose reported that the recent seminar that she had attended had been 

very informative and that she would be submitting a report to the next A & OS 
committee meeting. 

 RESOLVED: that Members support the A & OS Committee recommendation that 
 Marlborough enters South West in Bloom 2014. 
  
505/13 MAYOR’S CHAIN 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted. Following discussion it was –  
 
 RESOLVED: unanimously that (i) that design A be selected for the Centre Link. 
 (ii) that design B be selected for the Pendant. 
 (iii) that the design shown depicting the Town Hall should be used as the Centre Link 
 across the chest piece of the chain, the others to remain the same as the original. 
 
506/13 MARLBOROUGH CAMPUS 
 Members received a verbal update from Councillor R. Allen. 
 He reported the following – 

 One meeting has been held to date 
 Consideration to be given to increasing membership 
 A member of the youth group had attended the meeting - input from young 

people was important 
 Scope of Marlborough Campus will be clearer following the next meeting. 

 
507/13 LIAISON WITH OUTSIDE BODIES 
 Marlborough and District Link – Councillor Mrs Dow reported that the Link AGM  



 

 

 would be held on the 7th March at 7.30pm in the Jubilee Centre.  All Councillors were 
 welcome to attend. 
 Marlborough Area Board – Councillor Hannaford-Dobson reported that the next  

meeting would be held on the 31st March.  It was important that as many Councillors 
as possible attended as applications from the Chamber of Commerce for CCTV and 
the History Society would be considered.  

 CATG – Councillor Allen reported that at the last meeting it was agreed that: 
 An experimental Traffic Order would be put in place for a cycle bay in the High 

Street. The Town Council may wish to consider trying to monitor its success. 
This could discussed at the next meeting of the Planning Committee 

 Wiltshire Council had agreed to write to the developers of the former depot site 
on Salisbury Road regarding road width  

 The issue of speeding traffic passing Savernake Court would be discussed 
at the following meeting. 

 No evidence had been found via police monitoring that vehicles speed along 
Chopping Knife Lane to the new St. John’s development. 

 The issue of parking on Orchard Road and Cherry Orchard by St. John’s 
Academy pupils was discussed.  The situation could worsen in 2015 as 6th form  
travel funding would be withdrawn. 

 The change of access arrangements for Preshute School would be discussed 
at a future CATG meeting 

 The right of way over the bridge from Waitrose Car Park to the George 
Lane Car Park would be reversed once the ownership of the bridge has been 
established 

 
 Councillor B. Castle reported that the Manton Residents Association was being  
 resurrected and that the re-painting of the virtual footpath in George Lane was 
 being considered 

Councillor S. Dobson reported that a drop kerb was being considered by Wiltshire for 
Patten Alley. 

 
 Merchants House – Councillor Ross reported that he and Councillor Farrell had  
 recently attended a meeting of the trustees which had been very informative 
 
 Allotment Association – The Mayor reported that he had recently attended the 

AGM of the Allotment Association, a new committee had now been formed which 
would, hopefully, build up the Association.  

  
508/13 MEMBER’S QUESTION TIME 
 Councillor R. Allen – please could the Town Council agree that in order to ensure 
 that Section 106 money is fairly utilized, all funds identified are publicized widely to 
 include local media, Town Council website, Facebook and Twitter, The Greyhound  
 and potentially the notice board on the Town Hall?. 
 This notice should include a simple explanation of what the money could and could 
 not be used for. 
 This will help to avoid the potential for any sense of favoritism by the Council or that 
 individual Councillors have acted inappropriately. 
 
 The Mayor – thanked Councillor Allen for his question and agreed to take this forward. 
 



 

 

509/13 SEALING OF DOCUMENTS  
RESOLVED: unanimously that the Common Seal of Marlborough Town Council be 
affixed to all documents necessary to give effect to the decisions of the Council. 
 

 Councillor N. Fogg left the meeting. 
 

The Town Clerk reminded all Members present of their obligations under the adopted 
Code of Conduct regarding confidential matters.  A note would be circulated to all 
Councillors. 

  

510/13 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC. 
 RESOLVED: that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be  
 transacted, that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting in  
 accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960. 
 
511/13 CCTV 

The Town Clerk’s report was noted. Councillor Hall gave a short verbal presentation 
about proposed camera locations which had been put forward following discussions 
with the police and the Chamber of Commerce. 

  
 RESOLVED: by 13 votes for with 2 against that Marlborough Town Council agree that  
 the proposed camera locations be agreed and that it is delegated to the Town  

Clerk to begin investigating ownership of those buildings identified as locations, 
discuss planning requirements with the Conservation Officer, look at best  

 practice for systems operation and consultation and engagement with those in the 
 immediate vicinity of cameras.  
 
512/13 RE-DECORATION OF TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES 
 Members considered the proposals for the re-decoration of the Town Council Offices. 
 Following discussion it was – 
 
 Proposed by Councillor A. Kirk Wilson, seconded by Councillor L. Farrell and – 
 
 RESOLVED: by 8 votes for with 5 against and 2 abstentions that quotation A for the 

redecoration and associated works be accepted and carried through with a reduced 
requirement for the tiling of the toilet and kitchen areas and that quotation A for 
carpeting/flooring be accepted and carried through. Also, that a further lighting quote 
to be obtained and that the Town Clerk be delegated to select a company to carry out 
these works. 

 
 
 The meeting closed at 10.25 pm. 
 
 Signed ……………………………………..                           Date ………………………… 
 Chairman 
 
 
 


