
 

 

MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

AMENITIES AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities and Open Spaces Committee held on the 15th April, 2013 
in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough, at 7.10 pm. 

 

 
PRESENT Councillor R. Pitts                Chairman 
  Councillor B. Castle 
 Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson 
 Councillor A. Spranger 
 Councillor Mrs V. Compton 
  
ALSO Mrs S. Parker Town Clerk 
PRESENT Mrs S. Fry Office Manager 
 
 Plus 1 member of the public 
  
 

 
 
656/12 APOLOGIES 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs E. Fogg (Town Mayor) and 
 Mrs M. Rose. 
 
657/12 DECLARATION(S) OF INTEREST 
 
 There were no declarations of interest or requests for dispensations. 
  
658/12 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 The Chairman thanked all staff and Councillors for their service to the committee  
 during the last year. 
 

The planting of the Community Orchard Mulberry Tree would take place on the 
Common on the 28th April at 2.30 pm. 

 
 The Chairman reported that a lot had been achieved by the committee during the 
 Council’s term of office: - 

 The entrance to the Jubilee Field in Manton had been made safe 
 The installation of the Skate Park 
 The installation of a new Play Area at the Recreation Ground 
 The Priory Gardens had hosted the Royal Wedding and Diamond 

Jubilee celebrations 
 Much work had been done in partnership with ARK - the purchase of 

Stonebridge Meadow and the works at Tin Pit 
 The formation of allotments at Stonebridge which addressed the problem of  

long waiting lists 



 

 

 The Cemetery extension 
 The Flood Defence scheme was now in place. 

 
 The Chairman read out a letter from a member of the public congratulating 

staff on floral displays around the town. 
 

659/12 MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: unanimously that the Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 25th  
 March, 2013 be approved and signed as a correct record by the Chairman. 
 
660/12 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
 
 It was agreed that that the contents of the Town Clerk’s report be noted. 
 
 The following amendments/observations were made: 
 

Min. 414/12 - Priory Gardens Working Party – It was agreed that as no meetings 
had been held and that the duration of a Working Party extended to only the end of the 
municipal year, this item be closed.  

 
Min. 257/12 – Cemetery Extension - Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson’s 
suggestions regarding a further extension for the Cemetery should be followed up by 
the new Council. 

 
Min. 414/12 – Match Funding for Manton Traffic Calming Measures - Manton’s 
contribution had been received and the works would now be progressed by Wiltshire 
Council. This item should now be closed. 

 
Min. 335/12 & 632/12 – Footpath to Business Park from Five Stiles Road - It was 
agreed that the Town Clerk writes a letter to Tesco supporting this proposal.    

 
Rat Bins – It was agreed that the installation of rat bins be included as an ongoing 
item. 

. 
 
661/12 HEAD GARDENER’S REPORT 
 
 It was agreed that the Head Gardener’s report be noted. 
 
 RESOLVED: unanimously that the expenditure requested for path repairs at the 
 Priory be approved. 
   
662/12 THE GREEN 

 
It was agreed that the Town Clerk’s report be noted.  Main points discussed around 
the draft consultation survey on the re-planting of apple trees at The Green were: 

  
 Suggestions for additional and amended wording  



 

 

 That the survey would be included in the Town and Country magazine and 
through an e-consultation to coincide with the launch of the Town Council’s new 
website 

 
 That though the consultation was aimed at all residents, surveys should be 

separately delivered to those households in the immediate vicinity of The 
Green. 

  
RESOLVED: unanimously that the amended survey be agreed with clearance of the 
final proof by the Town Clerk in consultation with the Chairman and that the 6 week 
consultation should begin. 
 
It was also noted that following a site visit by Highways officers, approval of those 
areas in the ownership of Wiltshire Council where other Community Orchard planting 
had taken place would now be formalised.  

 
663/12 MARLBOROUGH FOOD AND DRINK FESTIVAL 
 

Members noted the contents of a report by the Town Clerk. The committee received 
an update from the Chairman following a meeting he had attended earlier that day with 
the Town Clerk, Vice Chairman and a representative from Garden Events Limited, 
organisers of the proposed festival.  All agreed that a meeting should be convened 
soon with the Common Users Group to discuss this. 

 
RESOLVED: unanimously that Members agree, in principle, to the 2 day event being 
held on 10th/11th May 2014 at Marlborough Common subject to agreement from the 
Common Users Group, that any relevant permissions are in place and that the Town 
Council is kept informed of all stages of event planning. 

 
 
664/12 OPEN SPACES REQUEST 
 
 Members considered a request from MTFC under 10’s to use the Elcot Lane 
 Playing Field for parking on the 5th May, 2013 during its Junior Football Tournament. 
 
 RESOLVED: unanimously that this request be granted subject to the usual  
 conditions and that the Town Council receives acknowledgement of use of its 
 land in all publicity material. 
 
665/12 CEMETERY 
 

(a) Head Gardener Report 
  
 It was agreed that the Head Gardener’s Report on the Cemetery be noted. 
 
 It was agreed that: 
 

 Costing be sought for the re-laying of the approach road to the Cemetery 
 



 

 

 Expenditure be approved for the water supply to the northern end of the 
Cemetery 

 
 Expenditure for top soil, additional shoring boards, artificial grass and 10 

wooden boards be approved. 
 
  
 Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson thanked the Chairman and staff who had  

addressed a problem that had arisen over the Easter Bank Holiday weekend, 
commenting that it had all been dealt with very efficiently and considerately. 

 
It was agreed that the Town Clerk writes to the Rugby Club regarding the state of the 
pitches which should include relevant extracts from the Head Gardener’s report.  Also, 
that these issues should be discussed at the annual meeting with the Rugby Club 
which would also focus on the renewal of the lease due to expire in May 2013. 

 
It was additionally noted that when the pitches are seeded, sports seed be used and 
that clarification to be sought from the Head Gardener as to what type of pesticides 
are used by the Grounds Team.  Also, that when the new Council was in place it was 
important that these identified issues be followed up. 

 
  

(b) Grants of Exclusive Rights of Burial and Notices of Internment 
 

RESOLVED: that the contents of the report on Grants of Exclusive Rights of Burial be 
received and noted. 
 

  c) Memorials and Inscriptions  
 

RESOLVED: that the contents of the report on Memorials and Inscriptions be received 
and noted. 

 
 
666/12 FOOTPATH MARLBOROUGH COMMON 
 
 It was agreed that the Town Clerk’s report be noted. 
 
 RESOLVED:  that this item is deferred until more research is undertaken on the 

permissions needed for structural works on common land and that the proposal is 
discussed by the Common Users Group before any further action is taken. 

 
 The meeting closed at 8.17 pm 
 
 Signed …………………………………………             Date …………………………….. 
 Chairman 
 


