
MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

FULL TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Full Town Council held on Monday 12th August, 2013 in the  
Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.00 pm. 

 

 
PRESENT Councillor G. Loosmore     Town Mayor 

Councillor S.R. Dobson  
Councillor B. Castle    
Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson 
Councillor N. Fogg 
Councillor A. Ross 
Councillor Mrs P. Dow 
Councillor A. Kirk Wilson 
Councillor N. Barrett-Morton 

 Councillor Ms. L. Farrell 
 Councillor J. Cook 
 Councillor B. Lam 
 Councillor M. Hall 
 Councillor A. Light 
 
ALSO  Mrs. S. Parker      Town Clerk 
PRESENT Mrs S. Fry       Office Manager 

Mr. G. Isaaman Marlborough News Online 
Mrs S. Pryor The Adviser 
Ms. A. Mauremootoo  Wiltshire Gazette & Herald 

 Inspector M. Thompson Wiltshire Constabulary  
 P.C.  D. Tippetts  Wiltshire Constabulary 
 Mr. P. Shimell Chamber of Commerce 
 Plus 6 members of the public 
   
  

 
The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson asked all present to join 
her in congratulating the Mayor and Mayoress on their recent wedding. 

 
The Mayor asked that everyone joined him in a minute of silence in memory of Mary 
Gray, a past and highly respected Mayoress of Marlborough. 

 
PRAYERS 
Councillor Mrs P. Dow opened the meeting with prayers. 
 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
Mr. T. Reader – stated that the Management Plan for Stonebridge Meadow was not 
being followed and that the area had fallen into a poor state.  Could ARK’s 
management responsibilities be suspended with immediate effect? 
 
The Mayor – replied that all issues had been noted and were currently being reviewed 
and that Mr Reader and residents would be informed of any decisions made. 



 
Mr. G. Werrell – stated that the grass in Stonebridge Meadow abutting his property’s 
fence had never been cut as had been originally promised when he had purchased the 
land from the Town Council.  Could permission be granted for him to cut the grass or 
would the Council cover the cost of a replacement wooden fence which was rotting as 
a direct result of the uncut grass. 
 
The Mayor – replied that the Town Council would investigate this with the Head 
Gardener and respond in writing.  

  
  CRIME AND DISORDER 
                      The Mayor welcomed Inspector Thompson and PC Tippetts. 
 
                      Insp. Thompson – reported that crime in the area remained at a low level and  

that figures were down by 2% compared to the previous year.  Marlborough remained 
a very safe place to live.  Recent events in the town had all passed without major 
incident. Thefts from vehicles parked in beauty spots were still occurring. 

 
Cllr Cook – enquired as to whether acts of violence reported in recent weeks were 
indicative of an upward trend or just a spike. 

 
Insp. Thompson – referring to 3 recent incidents, replied that one person had been 
charged with GBH and released on bail and that the parties involved were known to 
each other. The incident reported as a ‘hate crime’ involved a person from the 
Swindon area and was an isolated case and that investigations were continuing. No 
incident had been reported in connection with Ambulance staff and anti-ocial 
behavior.   

                         
                     Mrs V. Compton – enquired as to whether it would be possible to separate the  
                     crime figures for the High Street from all other reported crime in Marlborough. 
                         
                     Insp. Thompson – stated that all incidents were recorded under the same ‘crime 
                     beat number’ and it would be difficult to isolate figures for the High Street. 
 
                     Cllr Dow – asked that as Marlborough was a safe place to live, were police patrolling  
                     the High Street late at night to tackle incidents as they arose? 
 

Insp. Thompson – replied that when no police were routinely patrolling the High 
Street, fast response teams would be drafted from elsewhere and that there was 
always an allocated resource for the town 
 

                     Cllr. Dobson – enquired as to whether CCTV would be of benefit in the High 
                     Street. 
 

Insp. Thompson – replied that the police took a neutral stance on CCTV.  It was 
helpful to the police and worked well in other towns but in some areas policing was 
working effectively without it. 

 
PC Tippetts – gave a brief summary of the effectiveness of recently introduced 
‘Operation Banning.’   A number of drug related offences had been successfully 
detected using the passive dog patrols. 



 
                       

 Cllr. A. Kirk Wilson – enquired about passive dog drug patrols 
 

 PC Tippetts – explained that a specially trained dog would indicate to officers if it    
detected drugs on a person, those individuals were then searched. 

 
                       Cllr. N. Fogg – asked if all searches been carried out in the town 
 
                       PC Tippetts – replied that all searches had been carried out in Marlborough. 
 
                      Cllr Ross – enquired if checks were being carried out in the Recreation Ground Car  
                       Parks . 
 

PC Tippetts – replied that these areas were indeed checked and suspicious activities 
recorded. 

 
Cllr. Cook – asked that as most of the anti-social problems in the High Street were 
alcohol related, would it not be a good idea if landlords identified as selling alcohol to 
already intoxicated customers were directed to take a refresher course in order to 
obtain their personal licence? 

 
                      PC Tippetts - replied that cases where a particular establishment had been 

misselling alcohol then this was recorded and information was passed on to the 
licensing authorities.  Systems were already in place to deal with this. 

 
TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS TO AND FROM WILTSHIRE COUNCILLORS AND 
REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS 
 

 Cllr. S Dobson – reported that following a question raised by Cllr. Allen regarding 
the entrance into the former Wiltshire Council yard on Salisbury Road and the 
implications for traffic on this busy approach to the town, officers at Wiltshire Council 
had confirmed that the entrance into the site would be wide enough for 2 cars to pass 
and that the kerb would be widened so that traffic coming into Marlborough would 
have to give way to those driving up the hill. 

 
Cllr. A. Kirk Wilson – enquired of Wiltshire Councillors as to whether there will be a 
roundabout on Salisbury Road into the work/live units. 

 
 Cllr. S Dobson – stated there is now funding available for the police to train  
 volunteers for the Community Speed Watch programme.  Anyone interested in 
 taking part should contact either Cllr. Dobson or the Town Clerk.  It was also 
 important to identify priority areas where speed monitoring should be carried out. 
  
168/13 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs M. Rose and R. Allen. 
 
169/13 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 There were no declarations of interest or requests for dispensations received. 
 
 



 
 
170/13 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 The Mayor thanked everyone for their congratulations on his recent wedding and 
 invited all present to join him and the Mayoress for a celebratory drink following the 
 meeting. 
 
 The Mayor read out a letter from the Chief Clerk to the Queen thanking the Town  
 Council and Townspeople of Marlborough for their kind message sent on the 
 occasion of the Sixtieth Anniversary of Her Majesty’s Coronation. 
 

A letter would be sent to the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge congratulating the 
Royal couple on the birth of Prince George. 

 
 The Mayor welcomed Councillors M. Hall and A. Light to their first Full Town Council 

meeting following their co-option to the Council.  He also thanked all of those who 
stepped forward as candidates.  
 
A letter had been received from those organising the 2013 Mantonfest thanking the 
Town Council for its grant of £500. The Mayor had attended and had enjoyed this 
successful event. Other recent successful events had included the Jazz Festival and 
Community Fun Day.  
 
Local young golfer Ben Amor had recently won the Carris Trophy earning him the title 
of English Under 18’s Champion.  Following this success he had been selected to play 
for England and was the only player to win all 6 of his matches.  He will now play in a 4 
man England team in Canada later in the year.  This achievement was applauded by 
all those present. 
 
The re-surfacing in the High Street had begun and appeared to be running well. There 
was good communication between the contractors and the Town Clerk which had 
helped to resolve some minor initial problems. 

  
171/13 MINUTES 

a) RESOLVED:  by 12 votes for with 2 abstentions that the minutes of the Full Town 
Council meeting held on 24th June, 2013 be approved and signed as a correct 
record.  

b) RESOLVED: by 12 votes for with 2 abstentions that the minutes of the Extra- 
     Ordinary meeting of the Full Town Council held on the 26th June, 2013 be approved  
     and signed as a true record. 

 
172/13 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
 RESOLVED: unanimously that the contents of the Town Clerk’s report be noted. 
 
173/13 APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES 
 RESOLVED: that Councillor M. Hall be appointed to sit on the Amenities and Open  
 Spaces and Staffing Committees. 
 RESOLVED: that Councillor A. Light be appointed to sit on the Amenities and Open 
 Spaces and Property Committees. 
 
 



 
174/13 SECTION 106 FUNDING 

 The contents of the Town Clerk’s report were noted.  The already confirmed 
contribution linked to the development at New Road was £10,358.  The Town Mayor 
confirmed that the developer’s contribution in connection with housing built at Orchard 
Road was £49,953.00.   Main points of discussion included that: 
 

 This was welcome funding for the benefit of the town 

 It would be good to be able to influence Wiltshire Council on the type of projects 
that might fall within the remit of S106 monies 

 There had been a previous agreement not to build further play areas though this 
might not rule out re-visiting the refurbishment of existing ones  

 The importance of facilities for young people in the town 

 There would be changes in the way developers’ contributions would be passed 
to town and parish councils under the new Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 
and that this was linked to whether there was a Neighbourhood Plan in place. 

 
 Councillor Castle encouraged both Councillors and members of the public to submit 
proposals in line with the criteria set down by Wiltshire Council as to how this money 
might be spent and pass them to the Town Clerk. 

 
 RESOLVED: that the A & OS Committee progresses the already agreed projects for 
 money linked to the New Road site and that it works towards identifying suitable 
 projects for the S106 money linked to Orchard Road and then make a  
 recommendation to be brought to a future meeting of the Full Town Council. 
 
175/13 CCTV 

The contents of the update report by the Town Clerk were noted. Main points of 
discussion included that: 

 A new Surveillance Camera Code of Practice had come into force with effect 
from 12th August 2013  

 The low crime rate in Marlborough and if there was a real need for CCTV 
 The difficulties in ascertaining the level of crime in the High Street  
 The differences between ASB and crime  
 CCTV was generally viewed as an effective deterrent to crime  
 Any system should be effective rather than cost effective 
 The Chamber of Commerce may fundraise to help towards costs 
 Re-deployable cameras from Wiltshire Council may be available for crime hot 

spots 
 The high purchase and re-siting costs of re-deployable cameras and that any 

system (re-deployable or static) would incur ongoing maintenance costs  
 There was £20,000 set aside as ear marked reserves towards purchase and 

installation costs and that an application from the Chamber of Commerce for 
£5,000 from the Area Board had been deferred whilst costings were obtained 

 Whether there would be a need to increase the precept to cover ongoing costs 
or if this could be met within existing budgets 

 A Business Improvement District (BID) would be one way to cover CCTV costs.  
(A BID is a defined area within which businesses pay an additional tax or fee in 
order to fund projects within its boundary).   

 
 Councillor Mrs P. Dow gave her apologies and left the meeting at 7.50pm. 



  
RESOLVED: that proposals for re-deployable and static camera systems be sought by 
the Town Clerk, consulting the Chamber of Commerce, the police and Wiltshire 
Council as necessary.  Also, to investigate the possibility of using Wiltshire Council’s 
re-deployable cameras and to continue to address points 12, 13, 15 and 19 to 23 of 
Cllr Fogg’s report as part of the process and to have regard to the new Surveillance 
Camera Code of Practice. 

 
176/13 STONEBRIDGE MEADOW 
 The contents of the Town Clerk’s report were noted. 
 

The Chairman of the A & OS Committee reported that a meeting of the Stonebridge 
Meadow Management Committee had been arranged for 21st August. This would be 
an opportunity to talk about current concerns and seek to establish proposals for a 
joint way forward.  An update would be given to the A&OS committee at its meeting on 
27th August.  Main discussion points were: 
 

 The current management of the meadow and the concerns raised by members 
of the public and Town Councillors around its current state 

 Public access particularly access to the river 

 The make-up and responsibilities of the joint Management Committee 

 Public engagement activities offered to the public by ARK (moth nights, etc). 
 

   
 RESOLVED: that that in the absence of Cllr Rose, the Deputy Mayor represents the 

Town Council at the Management Committee meeting of 21st August and that the 
outcome be discussed by the A & OS Committee at its meeting on 27th August.  Also, 
that the Town Clerk look into possibility of seeking advice from an external land 
management expert (e.g. from Natural England) and that the Town Council’s Head 
Gardener be present at any future Management Committee meetings. 

 
177/13 TOURISM EVENT 

 The contents of the Town Clerk’s report about the Tourism Development event on 17th 
September were noted.  This was to be hosted by the Town Council, VisitWiltshire and 
Hidden Britain and was a business event for accommodation providers, pubs and 
restaurants and retailers in the Marlborough area with the aim of co-ordinating and 
improving the local tourism offer. 

 
 RESOLVED: that the Town Council is represented on any body within the 
Marlborough area taking a lead on tourism. 

 
178/13 FIRST WORLD WAR COMMEMORATIONS 
 The contents of the Town Clerk’s report were noted.  All agreed that it was important  

that the Town Council played a role in the commemorations which would run from 
2014 – 2018.  Main points of discussion were: 

 That the Town Council should have representatives on a Committee currently 
being drawn together in Marlborough 

 That the History Society would be playing a major role in the commemorations  

 The important part to be played locally and nationally by the Royal British 
Legion  



 That one fitting tribute would be the refurbishment of the War Memorial at New 
Road/Barn Street and the external funding available for this. 

  
Councillor Ross requested that the possibility of removing the posts and chains are 
removed from around the 7th Wiltshire Memorial be investigated. 
 
RESOLVED: that the Town Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Cllrs Hall, Ross and Light represent 
the Town Council on the new Committee being formed to work on Marlborough’s 
commemorations of the First World War.  Also, that the Town Council works with the 
Royal British Legion in applying for funding from the Heritage Lottery fund to refurbish 
the War Memorial at New Road/Barn Street.   

  
179/13 THE PAVILION, ELCOT LANE 

The Town Clerk’s report was noted.  The following amendments were agreed to the 
draft Supplemental Lease/Licence for works undertaken by the Marlborough Boxing 
Club at the Pavilion.   
i) No clause needs to be included to require removal of the alterations when the 

lease ends 
ii) That the clause to recover professional fees incurred in inspecting the premises 

whilst works are still ongoing and following completion be removed 
Also that 

iii) Members agreed that none of the proposed works would affect the structure of 
the building. 

  
 RESOLVED:  by 12 votes for with 1 abstention that the Town Clerk contact the  
 Council’s solicitor requesting the amended draft be sent to the Trustees of the Boxing  
 Club for agreement and once finalised, the document is returned to the Town Council  
 for signature by the  Mayor and Town Clerk. 
 
180/13 HIGHWAYS AND STREESCENE – Community Days. 

The contents of a report about the work of the Highways and Streetscene teams were 
noted. 

 
181/13 PAY SCALES 2013/2014 
 The contents of a report by the Town Clerk were noted. 
 

 RESOLVED: that Members noted and agreed the new national pay award for local 
government employees incorporating a 1% increase and that in line with the National 
Joint Council’s recommendation that this is backdated to 1st April, 2013. 

 
182/13 LIAISON WITH OUTSIDE BODIES 
 Merchant’s House – Councillor Ross reported that the kitchen project was close 
 to completion.  Also, that the Trustees of the Merchant’s House do not feel that the 
 building could incorporate a TIC within the building. 
 
 KVAT – The Mayor reported that more live performances were being shown. 
 

CATG – Councillor Cook reported that there had been a successful initial meeting on 
11th July involving all the parishes and some key Highways officers.  He confirmed that 
the CATG budget had increased for 2013/14.   

 



183/13 MEMBER’S QUESTION TIME 
Councillor S. Dobson – asked that a request from a resident to donate a memorial 
bench for siting in the High Street be considered by the relevant committee.   

 
The Mayor – replied that this was a Highways issue and would be placed on the next 
agenda of the Planning Committee. 

 
184/13 SEALING OF DOCUMENTS 
 Proposed by Councillor S Dobson, seconded by Councillor B. Castle and – 

RESOLVED: unanimously that the Common Seal of Marlborough Town Council be 
affixed to all documents necessary to give effect to the decisions of the Council. 

 
 The meeting closed at 9.05 pm. 
 
 Signed ……………………………………..                           Date ………………………… 
 Chairman 
 

 
 

 
  
 
 


