
MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

AMENITIES AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities and Open Spaces Committee held on the 23rd July, 2012 in 
the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough, at 7.30 pm 

 

 
PRESENT Councillor R. Pitts                Chairman 
 Councillor Mrs E. Fogg Mayor 

Councillor B. Castle 
Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson 
Councillor A. Spranger 
Councillor Mrs M. Rose 
Councillor Mrs C. Jackson 

 
ALSO  Mr. Derek Wolfe      Town Clerk 
PRESENT Mrs Sue Fry       Office Manager 
 
 Mrs V. Compton Adviser 
 Mr. N. Kerton Wiltshire Gazette & Herald 
 Mr. G. Isaaman Marlborough News Online 
 
 Councillor A. Kirk Wilson Observing 
 Councillor G. Francis Observing 
 Councillor N. Barrett-Morton Observing 
 Councillor A. Ross Observing 
 Councillor N. Fogg Observing 
 

 
 
187/12 APOLOGIES 
 
 There were no apologies for absence. 
 
188/12 DECLARATION(S) OF INTEREST 
 
 Councillor R. Pitts – Agenda Item 7(a) - Personal 
 Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson – Agenda Item 7(a) – Personal. 
 
189/12 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 (a) Outcome of Water Meadow Flower Competition 
 The Chairman reported that he was not aware that anyone had won this competition. 
 However, should a winner come forward, there was a bottle of wine as a prize. 
 
 (b) Cemetery Consecration Ceremony 
 He congratulated everyone on making this ceremony a great success. 
 
 
 



 (c) Date of Allotments Association Meeting 
He advised that the Allotment Association meeting would be held on Tuesday 14th 
August at 7.00pm in the Town Hall, adding that members of Manton Gardening 
Association would also be invited to attend.  A letter would shortly be sent to all 
allotment holders inviting them to attend. 

 
 (d) Year of the Bee 2013 
 He invited members to submit any ideas they might have for planting  
 schemes for next year, which would then be passed on to the Head Gardener. 
 
 (e) Stonebridge Meadow – Sale of Parcels of Land 

He reported that all the transfer deeds relating to the sale of parcels of land to 
adjoining home owners had  have been signed by the Council and returned to the 
Council’s solicitors, WithyKing. 

 
 (f) Weed Control 

He reported that concern has been raised regarding pesticides being used by Wiltshire 
Council when carrying out its for weed control operations.  He suggested that a 
Working Party be established to monitor this, reporting back to this Committee in due 
course.   
 
RESOLVED: that a Working Party be established for the purpose set out above, 
comprising Councillor Mrs M. Rose, Dr. Sam Page, the Chairman of the Allotment 
Association (once elected) representatives from the Common Users Group and ARK. 

 
 (g) Common Users Group 

He reported that next meeting of the Common Users Group would be held in 
September, on a date to be determined. 

 
190/12 MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: by 5 votes for with 2 abstentions that the Minutes of the meeting held on  
 Monday 11th June, 2012 be approved and signed as a correct record by the Chairman. 
 
191/12 ALLOTMENTS 
 

 Stonebridge Allotment Site Update – Utilisation of Allotment Plots 
 

The Chairman reported that following a visit to the Site with the Acting Head Gardener 
it would appear that 4 of the plots were not being cultivated.  He suggested that the 
Town Clerk writes to the tenants concerned, to establish whether or not they intended 
to take up their allotments.  He also reported that there had been a flooding problem 
on this Site, but that the Acting Head Gardener had suggested that a pond be dug to 

 assist with the drainage and that any soil that dug out be used to build-up those plots  
prone to flooding.  It was noted that there was enough space on this Site to allow for a 
plot to be offered to St. John’s School for cultivation.  It was noted that the provision of 
a bowser for this Site still needed to be investigated.   

 
 
 
 



 
 
192/12 CEMETERY 
 
 (a) Proposed Revisions to the Council’s Cemetery Regulations 
 The Town Clerk reported that the current Cemetery Regulations need updating. 
 
 RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk be authorised to re-draft the Cemetery  
 Regulations and submit his revisions to a future meeting of this committee. 
 
 (b) Policy Regarding Purchase of Grave Spaces in Advance 

The Town Clerk reported that although the consecration of the new section of the 
Cemetery had recently taken place, burial land was still at a premium.  He therefore 
suggested that with the exception of those applicants (8 or 9 in total) who had already 
been promised grave-spaces in advance in this latest section of the Cemetery, no 
future pre-purchase requests should be acceded to. 

 
RESOLVED: (1) that this Council no longer allows the pre-purchasing of grave 
spaces; 
(2) that this Committee gives serious consideration to the future location of further 
extensions to the existing Cemetery, or identifies land in Marlborough that might be 
available for a new cemetery. 

 
 (c) Formation of Overflow Car Park – Anticipated Costs of Works 

The Town Clerk reported that 3 quotations had now been received for these works, as 
requested by the Committee, noting that Councillors had already previously agreed 
that no works would be carried out this year due to the costs involved.  However, the 
Acting Head Gardener would be consulted concerning whether any of the works could 
be carried out in-house during the winter months. 
 
RESOLVED: (1) that consideration be given to making appropriate provision in the 
Council’s draft 2013-14 budget; 
(2) that work to provide a Memorial Copse adjacent to this area should proceed. 

 
 (d) Grants of Exclusive Rights of Burial since the Previous Meeting. 
 
 RESOLVED: that the Grants of Exclusive Rights of Burial be accepted. 
 
 (e) Memorials and Inscriptions Approved since the Previous Meeting. 
 
 RESOLVED: that the Memorials and Inscriptions be accepted. 
 
193/12 FOOTPATH ISSUES 
 
 (a) Footpaths 39/40 
 The Chairman reported that Councillor Tonge (Wiltshire Council) is holding a meeting  

on Thursday 2nd August, 2012 at 10.00am at the Youth Centre.  He advised that the 
owner of The Mill at Manton, local residents, Councillor Fogg and Councillor Castle 
had been invited to attend. 

 
 



 (b) Churchill Court Footpath – Anticipated Costs of Works 
Councillors were reminded that at the Committee’s previous meeting, following 
discussion, it had been agreed that it would not be possible to carry out work to 
provide this section of the riverside walk during this financial year.  The Town Clerk 
had been asked to obtain a quote for the installation of a gate in the railing at Churchill 
Court, which he had yet to do.  If found to be favourable, this work only could be 
carried out as a starting point for the project. 
 
RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk be asked to write to the Churchill Court residents 
informing them of the Committees decision and that consideration be given to making 
appropriate provision in the Council’s draft 2013-14 budget.. 

 
194/12 MARLBOROUGH COMMON 
 

(a) Request by Marlborough RFC to use the Common on 8th/9th September. 
 

Councillor Hannaford Dobson stated that she would not like to see a precedent being  
set for the kind of event proposed by Marlborough RFC being held on the Common. 

 
 RESOLVED: that permission be given to Marlborough RFC subject to the usual 

Conditions, and that members of the Common Users Group to be informed of this 
event.   

 
 (b) Request by Gifford’s Circus to use the Common in August 2013 
 
 RESOLVED: that permission be granted subject to the usual conditions. 
 
 (c) Request for Dog & Litter Bins on the Common. 
 
 The Chairman reported that the cost of providing dog fouling bins on the Common was 

very expensive and he thus considered this was not cost-effective for the Town 
Council.  However, he stressed that there was a need for the provision of additional 
litter bins on the Common.   

 
RESOLVED: (1) that the Common Users Group and the Acting Head Gardener be 
consulted regarding the provision of additional litter bins on the Common; 
(2) that the Town Clerk write a holding letter to the lady who had written requesting 
additional bins and that a copy of this correspondence be sent to the relevant Wiltshire 
Councillor representing residents in the London Road area. 

 
195/12 MEETINGS WITH LOCAL ORGANISATIONS 
 
 (a) Marlborough Golf Club 
 
 The Chairman reported that a meeting would be arranged in September. 
 
 (b) Marlborough Leisure Centre 
 
 The Chairman reported that a meeting would be arranged in September. 
 
 



196/12 OUTCOME OF / FEEDBACK FROM HIGH STREET WALKABOUT 
 
 (a) Pollarding Trees in the Closed Churchyard 
 
 The Town Clerk reported that these works had been carried out and the money 

reclaimed from Wiltshire Council.  It was reported that complaints had been received 
regarding the ‘skirts’ around the lime trees bordering Herd Street by the pedestrian 
crossing, which had since been dealt with. 

 
 (b) Hillier’s Yard – Request for Signage indicating shops 
 
 It was reported that ‘A’ Boards were a major problem in the Town, as they caused an 

obstruction on pavements and were being attached to the Town Council’s Finger 
Posts in certain locations. 

 
RESOLVED: (1) that the Area Highways Engineer be informed about these ‘A’ 
Boards; 
(2) that consideration be given to erecting a Finger Post indicating the location of those  
shops in Hillier’s Yard. 

 
 (c) Priory Gardens – Ancient Wall & Gate – Walkway Options 
 
 Councillor N. Barrett-Morton reported that he had received an email highlighting issues  

regarding the misuse of the Priory Gardens.  Councillors commented that the rules 
and regulations governing the use of this area needed to be made more prominent. 

 
 RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk contact Dr. Hazlewood, Head Teacher of St. John’s 

School, highlighting the issues that have been raised, as well as informing the Police 
and the Town Council’s Acting Head Gardener  

 
 (d) Possible Bench at Entrance to Priory Gardens 
 

It was agreed that further thought needed to be given to the possible positioning of a 
bench at the entrance to the Priory Gardens. 

 
 (e) Request to Pollard / Crown Yew Tree in Priory Gardens 
 

RESOLVED: that Wiltshire Council’s Tree Officer be contacted for advice regarding 
these requested works. 

 
 (f) Replacement Litter Bin in Priory Gardens 
 
 The Chairman reported that the bin that had previously been damaged has now been  
 repaired and repositioned, and that an additional bin has been ordered, to be placed 
 further down in the Priory Gardens. 
 
 (g) Bus Stop / Bench Locations – South Side of High Street 
 
 Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson stated that the Bus Shelter on the Common  
 needed attention.  The Chairman reported that this has been earmarked as a winter 
 project for the outside staff to attend to. 



 
 RESOLVED: that Bus Shelter options required further investigation. 
 
 (h) Memorial Benches (Jim Sherratt & Jimmy Gardner) 
 
 The committee discussed erecting plaques in memory of the two people named above 
 and placing them on the iron seats on The Green, once these had been refurbished. 
 

RESOLVED: that costings should sought for the refurbishment of the iron seats on 
The Green and that Jim Sherratt’s and Jimmy Gardener’s families be contacted and 
consulted  regarding these proposals. 

 
 (i) Wye House – Reinstatement of Stone Pillars. 
 
 RESOLVED: that the pillars remain where they are but that an explanatory 
 plaque be placed on them, and that the condition of the wooden bridge be 
 investigated. 
 
197/12 PROPOSED TOWN COUNCIL LITTER PICK 
 

The Vice Chairman felt that it would be good to engage the local community in this 
work, including the local schools.  The Chairman invited comments from the public, 
whereupon Mrs V. Compton stated that she would be happy for people to e-mail her 
highlighting where problems are, so that a schedule of litter picking areas could be 
drawn up. 

 
198/12 PRIORY GARDENS – Litter, Ball Games and Riverside Walk 
 
 The Chairman pointed out that item had been dealt with already during the meeting, 
 (minute no. 196/12 (c) refers.) 
 
199/12 MARLBOROUGH COMMUNITY ORCHARD – Other Planting Sites 
 

Following discussion and consideration of a list of planting sites prepared by the 
Chairwoman of the MCO organisation, it was – 

 
 RESOLVED: unanimously that all the tree planting sites be approved. 
  
200/12 PROGRAMMES OF WORK 
 

RESOLVED: that the contents of the programmes of work submitted by the Town 
Clerk and the Acting Head Gardener to this Committee at the Chairman’s request be 
received and noted. 

 
201/12 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
 RESOLVED: That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be  
 transacted, the press and public be now excluded from the remainder of the meeting,  
 in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 
 
 



 
 
202/12 QUOTATIONS FOR THE PURCHASE OR LEASE OF A REPLACEMENT TRACTOR 
 
 Following discussion it was – 
 

RECOMMENDED: by 4 votes for with 2 against that the Town Council purchase a 
tractor rather than lease one, noting that it was important that the outside staff were 
consulted regarding which make / model of tractor they would prefer, and that this 
whole issue would need to be referred to the Finance & Policy Committee for further 
consideration, in view of the potential budgetary implications of any final decision 
taken regarding the acquisition of any replacement tractor. 

 
203/12 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
 It was noted that the next meeting of the Amenities and Open Spaces Committee was 
 scheduled for Monday 3rd September, 2012. 
 
 
 The meeting closed at 9.15pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 Signed ……………………………………..                           Date ………………………… 
 Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 


