
MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

AMENITIES AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities and Open Spaces Committee held on the 3rd September, 
2012 in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough, at 7.15 pm 

 

 
PRESENT Councillor R. Pitts                Chairman 

Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson 
Councillor A. Spranger 
Councillor Mrs M. Rose 

 
ALSO  Mr. Derek Wolfe      Town Clerk 
PRESENT Mrs Sue Fry       Office Manager 
 
 Mrs S. Pryor Adviser 
 Mr. N. Kerton Wiltshire Gazette & Herald 
 Mr. G. Isaaman Marlborough News Online 
 Councillor N. Barrett-Morton Observing 
 Councillor G. Francis Observing 
 Councillor Mrs V. Compton Observing 
 Richard Beale Head Gardener 
 Plus 5 members of the public.  
 

 
 
252/12 APOLOGIES 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs E. Fogg (Town Mayor), 
 B. Castle and Mrs C. Jackson. 
 
253/12 DECLARATION(S) OF INTEREST 
 
 There were no declarations of interest.  
 
254/12 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 The Chairman reported that the Sunday market had again been a great success and 
 that everything was left clean and tidy afterwards. 
 
255/12 MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: unanimously that the Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 23rd July,  
 2012 be approved and signed as a correct record by the Chairman. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



256/12 ALLOTMENT SITES 
 
 Outcome of First AGM of Marlborough Allotments Association 
 
 The Chairman reported that the first AGM of the Marlborough Allotments Association 

had been very successful.  Councillor A. Spranger had agreed to be this Council’s 
representative on the Allotments Association.  He added that the perimeter fencing 
issue at St. John’s Close still has to be addressed, as it had not been possible to 
consult with tenants as only one allotment holder from this site was present.  The gate 
at the Elcot Lane site has yet to be progressed. 

 
 Stonebridge Allotment Site Update  
 

The Chairman stated that flooding at the Stonebridge Meadow site needed to be 
addressed.  He advised that a report and photographs had been received from an 
allotment holder. 

 
257/12 CEMETERY 
 
 (a) Need for further Cemetery Extension.  
 

RESOLVED: unanimously that the Town Clerk be asked to submit a report on 
possible options, for consideration. 

 
 (b) Grants of Exclusive Rights of Burial since the Previous Meeting. 
 

RESOLVED: that the contents of the report on Grants of Exclusive Rights of Burial be 
received and noted. 

 
 (c) Memorials and Inscriptions Approved since the Previous Meeting. 
 

RESOLVED: that the contents of the report on Memorials and Inscriptions be received 
and noted. 

 
258/12 CHURCHILL  COURT 
 
 The Chairman thanked Councillor Mrs Compton for her report.  It was agreed that 

Councillors make their own arrangements to visit the site of the proposed riverside 
walk, but noting that the consent of the Churchill Court Warden must be obtained in 
advance so that residents are aware of what is going on.  He commented that 
consideration can then be given to allocating funds in the 2013-14 draft budget for the 
costs of this project.  

 
259/12 FLOODLIGHTING AT MARLBOROUGH SKATE PARK 
 

Councillors considered correspondence received regarding the provision of 
floodlighting at Marlborough Skate Park.  It was agreed that the young people should 
be encouraged to look after the area in question i.e. litter picking etc and should also 
try to raise some funding themselves towards this project. 
 

 



RESOLVED: unanimously that this Council supports the project being taken forward 
by the Community Young People’s Issues Group in principle and that the Council 
works the Group to devise a development plan and costings, prior to jointly taking the 
project to the Area Board. 

  
260/12 FOOTPATHS 39/40 – Latest Developments 
 

The Chairman reported that local residents, the owner of Manton Mill and Wiltshire 
Council officers had recently attended a meeting at the Youth Centre, to discuss 
issues relating to Footpaths 39/40.  Wiltshire Council had since decided to carry out an 
independent document review regarding these footpaths, following which they would 
issue a report. 

 
260B/12 BENCH – The Green 
 

It was reported that e-mail correspondence had been received from Mr. C. Sparkes 
and Ms L. Bartlett regarding the siting of a bench on The Green in memory of Mr. J. 
Sherritt.  They had expressed surprise that the Committee had said at its meeting on 
23rd July that it was proposing to refurbish the iron seats on The Green, incorporating 
a brass plaque in memory of Jim Sherritt, rather than allowing an additional bench to 
be located there.  In any event, Mr. Sparkes took the view that the iron seats were a 
significant health and safety issue. 

 
 RESOLVED: unanimously that a wooden bench be sited on The Green in memory  

of Mr. Sherritt and that the Chairman, Head Gardener and Mr. Sparkes meet the 
following week to determine the location of the new bench. 

 
261/12 MARLBOROUGH COMMON 
 

(a) Access and Security 
 
 Following recent issues regarding travelers on the Common it was – 
 

RESOLVED: (1) that in future all users have written into their contracts that they will 
be held responsible for the security of the Common for the duration of their hire and 
should people illegally enter on to the Common then they would be held responsible 
for any legal costs incurred by the Council in seeking their eviction; 
(2) that the Head Gardener and Councillor Val Compton meet on site to discuss the 
installation of additional posts at the top of Kingsbury Street on the left hand side; 
(3) that the padlocks be changed and that only one lock be a combination one, the 
other to revert back, the Head Gardener being asked to purchase ‘Gypsy Locks’; 
(4) that the Town Clerk contact Marlborough RFC regarding its use of the Common 
this coming weekend. 

  
 (b) Request for Dog and Litter Bins on the Common 
 

RESOLVED: (1) that as agreed at the Committee’s previous meeting, the positioning 
and number of litter bins on the Common be discussed at the next Common Users 
Group meeting taking place on Wednesday 26th September which is being held on the 
26th September; 



(2) that litter bins currently sited in Cooper’s Meadow be relocated to the Common and 
new ‘rat’ bins be purchased and put in their place. 

 
 (c) Apple Day – 14th October 
 

The Chairman reminded the Committee that the proposed planting of apple trees on 
the Common, thus creating the planned orchard to celebrate Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II’s Diamond Jubilee, would be taking place on Sunday 14th October.  He 
hoped that this event would be reported on further at the Committee’s next meeting on 
22nd October. 

 
262/12 MEADOWS 
 
 (a) Coopers Meadow Water Troughs 
 
 Councillor Mrs V. Compton reported that self watering devices have now been  

installed for the cattle at Cooper’s Meadow.  Councillor Mrs E. Hannaford-Dobson 
commented that she was disappointed in the untidy appearance of Cooper’s Meadow 
at the moment.  Councillor Mrs V. Compton considered this comment to be very unfair, 
bearing in mind that it related only to the ‘control patch’ area of the Meadow.  A  

 discussion then ensued. 
 
 Councillor Mrs M. Rose enquired as to whether sheep could be used for grazing  
 instead of cattle at Cooper’s Meadow; it was agreed that this could be looked in to. 
 

RESOLVED: (1) that the Water Troughs be taken back to the Common and planted up 
as part of the Jubilee plantation scheme; 
(2) unanimously that the Coopers Meadow Management Plan be circulated to all 
Councillors. 

 
 (b) Stonebridge Meadow 
 

The Town Clerk reported that all documentation relating to five agreements for the 
sale of parcels of land at Stonebridge Meadow had been signed, sealed and returned 
to the Council’s solicitors prior to the Committee’s previous meeting.  He advised that 
a meeting of trustees, involving ARK and Council representatives, would be tasking 
place on 24th September.  It was understood that the Meadow would be mowed at the 
end of September or the beginning of October. 

 
263/12 MEETINGS WITH LOCAL ORGANISATIONS 
 
 (a) Marlborough Common Users Group 
 
 This meeting will be held on 26th September, 2012 in the Council Chamber, Town 
 Hall at 6.00pm. 
 
 (b) Marlborough Golf Club 
  
 This meeting would be arranged for some time in October. 
 
 



 
 (c) Marlborough Leisure Centre 
 
 This meeting would be arranged for some time in October. 
 
264/12 PRIORY GARDENS 
 
 (a) Trees 
 
 The Chairman reported that there had been a considerable amount of damage  

caused to some trees in the Priory lately.  He felt that a walk around the gardens 
needed to be undertaken to assess the damage, as part of a site meeting. 

 Councillor Mrs M. Rose requested that some maintenance be carried out to the path 
 alongside the river in the Priory. 
 

RESOLVED: that the Head Gardener be authorised to replace the damaged trees in 
question. 

 
(b) Access Gate 

 
 Following discussion it was – 
 

RESOLVED:  unanimously that plans and costings be submitted to the Committee’s 
next meeting for consideration. 

 
265/12 SECTION 96 REQUESTS 
 
 (a) Planting for Diversity 
 
 RESOLVED: unanimously that this Section 96 request be supported. 
 
 (b) TESCO Roundabout 
 
 RESOLVED: unanimously that this Section 96 request be supported. 
 
266/12 SIGNAGE FOR BUSINESSES LOCATED AWAY FROM THE HIGH STREET 
 SHOPPING FRONTAGE AREA. 
 
 Councillor G. Francis reported that on a recent walk around the High Street he had 
 counted no less than 75 ‘A’ boards on the pavements.  Consideration should be 
 given to continuation of the scheme implemented on the ‘Bulge’ and Hughenden Yard, 
 especially for those shops in Hillier’s Yard.  The installation of a ‘Shop Locations Map’ 

should also be considered for installation in the George Lane car park.  The Head 
Gardener agreed to look at possible alternatives when he visited the Saltex show later 
this week. 

  
267/12 TREE PLANTING 
 

The Committee gave consideration to a tree planting schedule which had been 
prepared by the previous Head Gardener some months ago.  The information included 
site maps and costings. The Chairman requested that the new Head Gardener 



implement a working plan for future tree planting.  He reported that the piles of grass 
cuttings that had appeared on the Common were being dealt with and that incidents of 
Ragwort were under the Head Gardener and his team’s control. 

 
RESOLVED: unanimously to replace the Horse Chestnut trees on the Common on 
either side of Frees Avenue. 

 
268/12 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
 It was noted that the next meeting of the Amenities and Open Spaces Committee was 
 scheduled for Monday 22nd October, 2012. 
 
 
 
 The meeting closed at 8.51pm 
 
 
 
 Signed ………………………………….                      Date ……………………………… 
 Chairman 
 


