
ARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

AMENITIES AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities and Open Spaces Committee held on the 22nd October, 
2012,  in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough, at 8.05pm 

 

 
PRESENT Councillor R. Pitts                Chairman 
  Councillor B. Castle 

Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson 
Councillor A. Spranger 
Councillor Mrs M. Rose 

 Councillor Mrs C. Jackson 
 
ALSO  Mrs Sue Fry       Office Manager 
PRESENT  
 Mrs S. Pryor Adviser 
 Mr. N. Kerton Wiltshire Gazette & Herald 
 Councillor N. Barrett-Morton Observing 
 Councillor G. Francis Observing 
 Councillor Mrs V. Compton Observing 
 Councillor A. Ross Observing 
 Councillor N. Fogg Observing 
 Councillor A. Kirk Wilson Observing  
 

 
 
324/12 APOLOGIES 
 
 An apology for absence was received from Councillor Mrs E. Fogg (Town Mayor) 
 
325/12 DECLARATION(S) OF INTEREST 
 
 There were no declarations of interest.  
 
326/12 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 An application for works to the Yew Tree in St. Mary’s Churchyard has been submitted 
 to Wiltshire Council. 
 
 Simon Turner the Tree Officer at Wiltshire Council has looked at the Yew Tree in the 
 Priory Gardens he has suggested that it just needs crown lifting, if we go ahead with 
 this then we just need to give him 5 days notice of intention to carry out the works. 
 The fact that berries fall from the tree is just part of nature and is no reason to cut 
 it down as per the request from the warden at the Priory. 
 
 The Apple Day held on the 14th October was a great success as was the Community 
 Orchard day.  The Town Council and staff to be thanked for their support. 
 
 



 Marlborough Community Orchard have been awarded the prize of a Mulberry Tree  
 from the Tree Council of Great Britain, one in only sixty awarded. 
 
 The Chairman reported that he would be replying in full to Mr. Reader who has raised 
 concerns regarding Stonebridge Meadow. 
 
327/12 MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: unanimously that the Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 3rd  
 September, 2012 be approved and signed as a correct record by the Chairman. 
 
328/12 HEAD GARDENER REPORT/UPDATE 
 
  The Committee received a copy of the Head Gardener’s report (copy attached) 
   
  The Chairman reported that the bench would be unveiled on Remembrance Day. 
 
  The issue of grass cuttings on the Common will be taken up by the Chairman and  
  Head Gardener. 
 
  The Chairman reported that a list of ongoing projects and works would be compiled  
  for future reference. 
 
329/12 PRIORY GARDENS 
 
  a) Notices – Rat Infestation 
 
  The Committee received a report compiled by Councillor Mrs V. Compton (copy  
  attached). 
 
  b) Town Council regulations – “enjoyment of the Priory Gardens by all” 
 
  Following discussion it was – 
 
  RESOLVED: unanimously that a Working Group of five Councillors be established to  
  take this item forward.  It was agreed that consultation should involve people across 
  the spectrum of ages.  Formation of this Working Group to be established at the 
  next Full Town Council meeting 
   
330/12 RECREATION GROUND 
 
  The Committee discussed a complaint received from a member of the public regarding 
  dog fouling in the Recreation Ground. 
 
  Following discussion it was – 
 
  RESOLVED: that a letter be sent to the person who has raised a complaint regarding 
  dog fouling in the Recreation Ground, informing them that new signs will be erected 
  stating that ‘Dogs to be kept on leads at all times. This is a child friendly area. Dog 
  fouling causes disease.’  The erection of fencing will need further consideration 
  as this has always been an open area.  



 
 
331/12 CEMETERY 
 
  a) Grants of Exclusive Rights of Burial since the Previous Meeting. 
 

RESOLVED: that the contents of the report on Grants of Exclusive Rights of Burial be 
received and noted. 
 

  b) Memorials and Inscriptions Approved since the Previous Meeting. 
 

RESOLVED: that the contents of the report on Memorials and Inscriptions be received 
and noted. 

 
332/12 MARLBOROUGH COMMON 
 
 a)The Committee considered a request for creating an all weather pedestrian path  
 from top of Kingsbury Street along the edge of the Common to St. John’s Close, St.  
 Luke’s Court, Rugby Club and to the Cemetery. 
 
 RESOLVED: that the Chairman follow up an offer that has been made to fund this 
 path.  The Committee have no objection to the creation of this path. 
 
 b) Recreational use of the Common 
 
 The Chairman reported that there are a high number of young people using the 
 Common at weekends to play both football and rugby. 
 
333/12 CHRISTMAS TREES 
 

a) The Committee received a verbal report from the Chairman regarding lighting-up  
 of the Yew tree in St. Mary’s Churchyard. 
 
 The Chairman reported that Wheeler’s (Westbury) Ltd, Electrical Contractors have 
 agreed to donate the control equipment for the lights and David Oliver, Tree Surgeon  
 has offered his services free of charge to dress the tree. 
 
 b) Possible funding for Christmas Tree on the Green 
 
 Mr. N. Kerton has agreed to investigate the donation of a Christmas Tree for the 
 Green.  The Chairman invited the Press to put a small article in their paper enquiring 
 as to whether any businesses would like to sponsor the lighting of the tree in return 
 for having a advertisement board placed around it over the Christmas period.  
  
334/12 PLANTS 
 
 The Committee gave consideration to the purchase of indoor plants for internal 
 decoration. 
 
 RESOLVED: unanimously that a sum of up to £500 be spent on purchasing indoor 
 plants. 



 
335/12 FOOTPATH TO BUSINESS PARK FROM FIVE STILES ROAD. 
 
 Following discussion it was – 
 
 RESOLVED: that Councillor Mrs V. Compton be asked to ascertain the ownership of  
 land in question and investigate possible funding from ‘Paths for Communities’. 
 
 Councillor B. Castle suggested that another source of funding might be available  
 through AONB.  Councillor Compton said that she would investigate this put was 
 unsure if this was the right kind of project for this type of funding. 
 
336/12 REPORT FROM ARK ON PROJECT PROGRESS 
 
 The Chairman reported the open day held on the 30th September had been very  
 successful.  He invited members to write down any thoughts or questions they 
 have regarding the report and submit to the Chairman or Council Offices by the 
 30th October. 
 
337/12 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
 To note that the date of the next meeting of the Amenities and Open Spaces  
 Committee will take place on Monday 3rd December, 2012 immediately following the  
 meeting of the Planning Committee. 
 
 
 The meeting closed at 9.05 pm 
 
 
 
 Signed ………………………………….                      Date ……………………………… 
 Chairman 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


