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            THE GREYHOUND 

 

Rogue Traders:  
Unfortunately these people don't  
give up, so if you are thinking 
about having some work done 
make sure that you use a com-
pany with the correct qualifications 
to carry out the work. 
 
Car Break-ins: Several vehicles 
have been broken into over the 
past few months, They have 
gained entry into the vehicles   
either by smashing a side window 
or cutting the roof on convertibles 
most of the time they get in be-
cause the owner has forgotten to 
lock the vehicle.   
 
When you leave your vehicle 
please don't leave any item in it, if 
you are parking in a beauty spot 
while you walk your dog then take 
your things with you or leave them 
at home. 
 
Burglaries:  
We have our fair share of these in 
the Marlborough area, Please en-
sure that when you go out you 
lock up I know that this seems to 
be teaching you to suck eggs, but 
most burglaries happen because 
the house was not locked when 
the owner has gone out. 
 
Remember that some insurance 
companies will not pay out if 
the house was not locked. 
 

Rural Report: 
There has recently been an increase 
in high value acquisitive rural Crime 
including: 
 
Theft of Building Materials 
Theft of Fuel/Oil 
Theft of Metal/Machinery/Power 
Tools 
Theft of Rural Vehicles/Quad 
Bikes/4x4s/Trailers/Tractors 
 
Offenders are targeting open area 
compound/units and attack the   
padlocks of diesel/fuel tanks. Due to 
the variety of equipment stolen, it is 
likely that there is more than one 
offender involved. Goods carrying 
vehicles are also being stolen possi-
bly in preparation of further thefts. 
 
Your Help is Required! 
Please be vigilant particularly at 
night, and report anything suspicious 
no matter how small it may seem. If 
at all possible vehicle registration 
numbers should be recorded. 
 
If you think a crime is being or about 
to be committed then ring 999 
 
For any other information ring the 
Wiltshire Police Non-Emergency line 
on O8454087000 
 
PCSO 
Mark Braithwaite 

MARLBOROUGH BEAT 

SALISBURY ROAD  
RECREATION GROUND 

The new play equipment in    
Salisbury Road Recreation 
Ground is now complete. We 
hope it will be enjoyed by people 
of all ages. 

NEW SKATE PARK 
 
The Skate Park is nearing completion and will be open in time for the 
Easter School Holidays. 
 
The Council would like everyone to be patient and not attempt to use it 
at the moment. The concrete needs time to set properly to allow for a 
smooth ride for many years to come. 

 
 
 
 
 

PARISH OF MARLBOROUGH 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
THAT THE 

  
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

OF 
 

THE ABOVE NAMED PARISH 
WILL BE HELD IN THE           

ASSEMBLY ROOM,  
TOWN HALL 

MARLBOROUGH 
ON 

MONDAY 12TH APRIL 2010 
 

AT 7.00PM 



 

 

 

When the telephone rang at home 
on a Sunday evening in February 
1994, little did I realise how my 
future would change.  The call 
was answered by my daughter 
Diane, who said, “Dad, the Mayor 
of Marlborough wants to speak to 
you.”  My first thought of “Help”, 
quickly turned to surprise when 
out of the blue I was asked if I 
would consider possibly becoming 
Marlborough’s next Beadle and 
Town Crier! 
 
After the initial shock, I agreed to 
mull it over and following discus-
sions at home it was not until the 
Wednesday that I ventured into 
the then Town Clerk’s Office 
where I was informed of the du-
ties that were expected of me, 
should I accept.  At the time I was 
just under two years away from 
retirement and already thinking of 
what I would be wishing to be-
come involved in. So even though 
I have to admit that this job was 
not one I had previously consid-
ered, it seemed too exciting an 
opportunity to miss.  I therefore 
sent off my application and waited 
with some trepidation until much 
to my delight I was informed that 
the then full Council had agreed 
to offer me the job. 
 
After some formalities and uni-
form adjustments, it was time for 
my first public appearance - May-
oral Election on May 9

th
 - probably 

one of the biggest ceremonies of 
the Mayoral year.  This was also 
the first time when I realised that 
walking along the road in the 
rather splendid uniform you sud-
denly become a target for every 
camera in sight as well as those 
from the local press, who also 
take an interest. 
 
Sixteen years on and looking 
back through my diaries, I read 
that I have made just under 200 
Civic appearances, with the 
Mayor, Mace-bearers and some-
times the full Council.  

However, the busiest event I have 
been involved in were the many 
celebrations marking the 800

th
 

anniversary of the granting of the 
town’s Royal Charter in 2004.  
This culminated in a Civic Proces-
sion from the Town Hall to the 
College Chapel with all the May-
ors and dignitaries from all over 
Wiltshire taking part.  As Marlbor-
ough was the host town, it was a 
great honour to lead this colourful 
parade.  I was also particularly 
proud earlier that week to lead 
H.R.H. Prince Charles and the 
Council’s Civic Officers from the 
College to the Town Hall, where 
in my other role as Town Crier I 
gave a special “shout” to mark the 
occasion.  In both instances, this 
meant a couple of rehearsals to 
get the timing right as if I went 
wrong then so would all those 
behind me.  Yet at the same time 
I couldn’t help feeling ten feet tall!  
My final appearance in my role as 
Beadle was in the Town Hall at a 
Civic Dinner to honour the 4 Mili-
tary Intelligence Battalion and 
Marlborough Personnel, who had 
served in Afghanistan.  My duties  
that evening well and truly kept 
me on my toes. 
 
The other duty I have hopefully 
performed to the best of my ability 
is that of Town Crier.  It is com-
pletely different from my Beadle 
work.  When I ventured out into 
the street to do my first “cry” I 
must admit to being very nervous 
- going on one’s own was a little 
scary.  However, it was not too 
long before I was enjoying this 
part of the job, this being made 
easier by the fact that having lived 
in Marlborough all my life I knew 
so many people and they were 
interested in my announcements.  
I also realised how many visitors 
come to the town.  During these 
years, I have been proud to meet 
people from many parts of the 
world and hopefully made them 
feel welcome.  

Although remaining as Town Crier, Alf Johnson has recently relinquished his role as  

Marlborough Beadle. Here, he takes a takes a fond look back at his time in the post over 

the past 16 years……………… 

Most take place on an annual basis, 
but occasionally there are special 
one-off ceremonies such as the 
Freedom of H.M.S. Marlborough; the 
Millennium Procession through 
Salisbury City Centre finishing at a 
special Service at the Cathedral and 
the consecration of the new burial 
ground at Marlborough Cemetery.  



   

I have become accustomed to 
being stopped for a photograph - I 
don’t think they want me, but they 
love the wonderful uniform!  Small 
children love to think that I am a 
Pirate (I can’t think why?) and I 
always try to make time to talk to 
them.  I have now completed over 
175 “crys” around the High Street 
and I have also been very lucky to 
visit schools and various local 
clubs to give talks to them.  On all 
of these outings, I have had good 
support from my wife Ann, who 
always makes sure that my bell is 
highly polished and that I am rep-
resenting the town properly, and 
for this I am most grateful. 
 

As in all walks of life unexpected 
things happen from time to time, 
many of them humorous.  I 
learned never to stand near open-
top cars and ring the bell as unwit-
tingly I did that once and the 
alarms were immediately acti-
vated - that was a lesson learned!  
On a big civic function when 
H.M.S. Marlborough was decom-
missioned there was a buffet re-
ception in the Town Hall during 
which I was offered a fruit tart.  I 
promptly allowed some cherry 
juice to drop onto my Jabot (the 
frilly bib under my chin), which 
was immediately spotted by my 
wife, who marched me to the 
nearest sink where she took it 
from me, swilled it under the warm 
tap, dried it and replaced it around 
my neck.  I walked back into the 
hall only to be told by the then 
High Sheriff that he always kept a 
spare one in his wife’s bag! 
 

Looking back to that telephone 
call in 1994, I was aware that the 
positions of Town Crier & Beadle 
had become vacant, but it did not 
occur to me that I was being head
-hunted for them.  I am so grateful 
to have been given the chance.  I 
have learned much about the his-
tory of the Town and met a great 
many people.  I have now relin-
quished the role of Beadle and 
wish my successor the very best 
of luck, but thanks to the Town 
Council’s support I am able to 
continue as Crier.  The support I 
have had from my family has 
made the job much easier.  
(Thank you). 
 

Alf Johnson 

John Yates  
 Newly Appointed Town Beadle 

We moved to Marlborough in 1984. After working as a civil engineer at    
Halcrow and then as a science teacher in Lavington School before I retired 
in 2006.  Since then I have worked locally as a personal science tutor. 
 
My community involvement with the Town began in 2004 with David      
Sherratt’s “Wheels of Time”, celebrating the 800

th
 anniversary of the Royal 

Charter.  At the audition David recognized that although my singing voice 
lacked both accuracy and beauty it did nonetheless have the robust quality 
required for an outdoor production.  Since then I have performed in several 
amateur dramatic productions with The  
Marlborough Players.   
 
More recently I have been involved in writing 
and performing comedy sketches with      
MarlboroughDotComedy.  Elsewhere, I am a 
member of the Council of St Peter’s Trust   
and treasurer of We Love Marlborough - a        
co-operative which supports local arts. 
 
I am delighted that the Town Council have 
appointed me to the post of Town Beadle, with 
Geoffrey  Snelgrove as Deputy Beadle. We 
look forward to participating in   Marlborough’s 
ceremonial occasions.” 
 
John Yates 
 

Geoffrey Snelgrove  
Newly Appointed Deputy Town Beadle 

“On leaving Grammar School I aspired to a career as a draughtsman, to be 
preceded by an Engineering Apprentice-ship.  My direction was changed for 
me and prior to National service I worked in a factory administration office.  
Upon my return to the factory a post had arisen in its accounts office and 
from that moment I was set for an accountancy career.  In time I became 
Company Secretary and  Director of a Chemical Company from which I  
retired taking up a post in an Accountancy Office here in Marlborough.   
 
My wife and I had moved to Marlborough in 1972 and liked what we saw.  
My work in the High Street was convenient, in that there was no more com-
muting to work by car.  I have now lived in Marlborough for almost half of 
my life, enjoying every moment here, not imagining living anywhere else.  
During the early years I became a member of the Golf Club, a sport at 
which I didn’t succeed; finding the game completely frustrating. Sedentary 
roles prevailed, where vacancies for treasurer-ships abounded. For a period 
I was Treasurer and Trustee with the Kennet and Avon Canal Trust and  
latterly, in retirement, a number of honorary 
treasurer-ships for community groups within 
Marlborough.  I currently act as a guide at the 
Merchant’s House, from which  activity I gain a 
great delight in meeting visitors to Marlborough.   
 
I joined Freemasonry in Marlborough where it 
has been strong for over a century. I have 
gained many friends through the fraternity and 
find that its history and that of its membership 
is interwoven with many of Marlborough’s past 
civic leaders, professionals and noted families.” 
 
Geoffrey Snelgrove 

 



 

YOUR TOWN COUNCILLORS 
 

   The Mayor 
   Councillor N. Fogg          512656 
    
   The Deputy Mayor 
   Councillor A. R. Ross    512169 
 
   Councillor S. R. Dobson                513181 

   Councillor G. Francis   519067 

   Councillor B. Castle   513955 

   Councillor Mrs E.M.Hannaford-Dobson  513181 

   Councillor Mrs Peggy Dow    512074 

   Councillor A. Kirk Wilson   513861 

   Councillor Mrs E. Fogg   512656 

   Councillor R. Notton   513747 

   Councillor Mrs M. Rose    515500 

   Councillor T. Spranger   516338 

   Councillor G. Loosmore   513185 

   Councillor S. Radnedge   512145 

   Councillor R. Pitts   516978 

   Councillor Mrs C Jackson      515700 

    

     

 

TOWN COUNCIL 

SURGERIES 
 

Councillors hold a regular surgery every month in the 
Library from 10.00am to 11.00am.  

The dates and Councillors due to be present are:  

 

Saturday  3rd April 2010 

Councillor G Loosmore   (West Ward) 

Councillor G Francis   (East Ward) 

 

Saturday 1st May 2010  

Councillor S Dobson   (West Ward) 

Councillor Mrs E Fogg   (East Ward) 

Marlborough Town Council 

Council Offices 

5, High Street 

Marlborough 

SN8 1AA 

Tel: (01672) 512487 

Fax: (01672) 512116 

E-mail: enquiries@marlboroughtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Website: www.marlboroughtowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

The next edition of The Greyhound will be available in the  
Summer. It is distributed free of charge to households in the 
Marlborough Parish as an insert with the Adviser. Further 
copies are available from the  Library and the Town Council 
Office. 


