
 

 

MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

AMENITIES AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities and Open Spaces Committee held on the 20th October, 
2014 in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough, at 8.05 pm. 

 

 
PRESENT Councillor B. Castle Vice Chairman 
 Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson Town Mayor  
 Councillor S. Dobson  
 Councillor B. Lam 
 Councillor J. Cook 
 Councillor A. Light 
 
ALSO Mrs S. Parker Town Clerk 
PRESENT Mrs S. Fry Office Manager  
 Mr. R. Beale Grounds and Estates Manager 
 Mrs. S. Pryor The Adviser 
 Councillor A. Ross Observing 
 1 Member of the Public  
 

 
260/14 APOLOGIES 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors G. Loosmore, L. Farrell 
 and M. Rose. 
 
261/14 DECLARATION(S) OF INTEREST 
 There were no declarations of interest or requests for dispensations. 
  
262/14 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 The Chairman informed members that in the latest edition of the RSPB magazine 
 Stonebridge Meadows was rated as amongst the best eight places to view Water 
 Voles in the Country. 
   
263/14 MINUTES 
 RESOLVED: that the Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 28th July 2014 be  
 approved and signed as a correct record. 
  
264/14 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

The Town Clerk’s report was noted and it was agreed that she investigates wording on 
ARK’s website describing a partnership project around habitat restoration at the River 
Og at Tin Pit. 

  
265/14 GROUNDS AND ESTATES MANAGER’S REPORT 

It was agreed that the Grounds and Estates Manager’s report be noted with the 
following recommendations agreed - 
 

 RESOLVED: i) that the Snow Blower be disposed of, obtaining the best  
 price given its age and usage. 



 

 

ii) that permission is given to the Grounds and Estates Manager to carry out rodent 
control at the Priory. 

  
 Councillor Ross (observing) agreed to contact the Boxing Club asking them to clear  
 the area around the clubhouse. 
 

The Grounds and Estates Manager confirmed that the metal seats previously installed 
on The Green were in storage at the Workshop.  They had been removed due to their 
poor condition and repair work would be prohibitively expensive.  

 
  
266/14 STONEBRIDGE MEADOW 

Councillors noted the Town Clerk’s report, the Management Committee minutes of the 
meeting held on the 24th September, the review of Discover Stonebridge summer 
activities (which had been very successful) and the results of the Stonebridge Meadow 
Consultation.   
 
The Town Clerk was to be commended for her work in compiling the results 
of the Stonebridge Meadow Consultation. 
 

 RESOLVED: that clearer responsibilities between the Town Council and ARK 
should be considered as part of the review of the Management Plan and that the Town 
Clerk should seek legal advice on the re-drafting of the original Declaration of Trust.  

 
267/14 STONEBRIDGE ALLOTMENTS 

The Grounds and Estate Manager’s report was noted. Main points of discussion 
included: 

 The drainage work necessary at the site to make it more viable for allotment 
holders 

 That permissions had to be given by Landlords – the St John’s Trust -  for the 
works to go ahead which was dependant on technical advice from ARK and the 
Environment Agency which  was now awaited  

 That the Tenant’s break clause in the lease indicated a 12 months notice period 
 

 RESOLVED: that the drainage scheme for the Stonebridge Allotment site be 
 supported by the Town Council. 
   
268/14 COOPER’S MEADOW 
 Members considered the draft Management Plan for Cooper’s Meadow. 
 

RESOLVED: that the Grounds and Estates Manager in liaison with Councillor S. 
Dobson makes amendments to the draft Management Plan and then re-submit it to a 
future meeting of this committee 

 
269/14 TOWN MILL MACHINERY 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted.   

The Chairman thanked Councillor Lam for his alternative suggestion for display of the 
machinery and the Grounds Team for its suggestion for a possible site for the 
machinery at the junction of George Lane and Pewsey Road. 

 



 

 

RESOLVED: that costings be sought for installation of the machinery at potential sites 
at both the Bridge Homes Development and at land at Angel Yard and that these be 
submitted to a future meeting of this committee   

 
270/14 MARLBOROUGH COMMUNITY ORCHARD 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted. 
 RESOLVED: that a replacement tree was not purchased for Marlborough Community  
 Orchard as the Town Council was not responsible for the loss of the original tree. 
 
271/14 CEMETERY 

(i)Grants of Exclusive Rights of Burial and Notices of Internment 
RESOLVED: that the contents of the report on Grants of Exclusive Rights of Burial be 
received and noted 

     
  (ii) Memorials and Inscriptions  
  RESOLVED: that the contents of the report on Memorials and Inscriptions be received  
  and noted. 
 
 (iii) Request for Memorial Bench 
 RESOLVED: that permission to site a Memorial Bench in the cemetery be granted  

and that the applicant liaises with the Grounds and Estates Manager about its style 
and position. 

 
272/14 USE OF OPEN SPACES 
 i)Use of Common for Parking 
 RESOLVED: that permission to use the Common for parking for a private function in 

January be refused  
 ii) Pest Control on the Common 

RESOLVED: that a request to shoot vermin on the Golf Course at the Common be 
refused 

 iii) Scatter of Ashes on Public Open Spaces 
RESOLVED: that whilst the Town Council is sensitive to this specific request to scatter 
ashes, it was not felt appropriate in an area of public open space 

 
273/14 MARLBOROUGH IN BLOOM 

The Grounds and Estates Manager’s report was noted. 
It was agreed that it would be important to communicate what the floral colour theme 
would be to the whole town so all could prepare for South West in Bloom 2015.  

  
RESOLVED: that the Grounds and Estates Manager sets the colour theme for 2015 
and that it is then discussed the Marlborough in Bloom Committee.  
 

. 
274/14 A & OS COMMITTEE – Budget Setting – 2015/16 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted together with the draft budget proposals. 
 RESOLVED: that the A & OS Committee budget be considered at the next meeting of  
 this committee. 
 
 The meeting closed at 10.20 pm             
 Signed ………………………………                     Date ……………………………….. 



 

 

 Chairman 


