
 

` MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

FULL TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Full Town Council held on Monday 13th April 2015 in the  
Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.00 pm. 

 

 
PRESENT  
Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson Town Mayor 
Councillor S.R. Dobson     
Councillor N. Fogg 
Councillor Mrs. P. Dow 
Councillor A. Ross 
Councillor A. Kirk Wilson 
Councillor Mrs M. Rose 
Councillor J. Cook 
Councillor R. Allen 

 Councillor M. Hall 
 Councillor A. Light 
 
ALSO  Mrs. S. Parker      Town Clerk 
PRESENT Mrs D. Whitehall      Administrator  
  Sgt. C. Wallace      Neighbourhood Policing Team 
  Mr. T. Millett       Marlborough News Online 

Mrs S. Pryor The Adviser 
Ms. A. Mauremootoo Wiltshire Gazette & Herald 

 Revd. H. Cooper      The Mayor’s Chaplain 
 Plus 9 members of the public 
 

 
   
  PRAYERS 

Revd. H. Cooper opened the meeting with prayers. 
 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
Mrs L. Best – asked for a clear indication of the site and access point for a proposed 
new development of houses and a school on land behind College Fields. 
 
Cllr. S. Dobson – believed access would likely be through the green area between 
Barton Park and College Fields, although the proposals were not yet part of any 
formal planning application.  Following recent consultations with parish councils, 
town councils and the development industry undertaken by the Spatial Planning 
Department of Wiltshire Council regarding potential housing sites at Marlborough as 
part of the Wiltshire Housing Site Allocations Plan, representation was received from 
Marlborough College to include land north of Barton Park to be considered as a 
potential site.  The College presentation was a public document.  Spatial Planning 
had not made any decisions regarding where further new growth would go in 
Marlborough and this particular site was one of several options under consideration.  
The next stage was to gather evidence and consider all options and develop the 
draft plan, which would be made widely available for public consultation later this 
year (currently programmed to start in July 2015).   
 
Mrs Best – asked where she could access documents. 



 

 
Cllr. Dobson – the report from the College was a two page letter only. 
 
The Mayor – offered to send Mrs Best a link to the Spatial Planning website. 
 
Mr I. Mellor – expressed his belief that, with committed developments and other 
potential sites under discussion such as Rabley Wood View and Salisbury Road, 
Wiltshire Council’s current Core Strategy had a requirement for only 83 new 
dwellings for Marlborough and as such asked why this proposal was being 
considered at all. 
 
The Mayor – confirmed that Marlborough Town Council was not contemplating 
anything because an application had not been submitted for Barton Park.   
 
Cllr. Dobson – Central government’s allocation for new homes across the county 
currently stood at 42,000 by 2026 (increased following an Examination in Public by 
the Planning Inspectorate).  Whilst the Crown Estate proposal was for 220 homes, 
no planning application had yet gone before Wiltshire Council’s Strategic Planning 
Committee. The balance of 83 referred to by Mr Mellor was a minimum requirement.  
Both Unitary Councillors were conscious of the great strain on infrastructure, 
including traffic and health services, from new developments and also the need for 
40% of new development to be affordable housing and regularly raised these points 
with Wiltshire Council.  Once planning applications had been submitted, Marlborough 
Town Council would be consulted for comment and members of the public would 
also be able to respond. 
 
Trudi Granger – acknowledged the points made but expressed concern at the lack 
of available information when surveying activity had clearly been taking place near 
her home. 
 
The Mayor – reiterated that these questions should be directed to Wiltshire Council 
as Marlborough Town Council was not the planning authority and Councillors 
Dobson and Fogg were the two Unitary Councillors for Marlborough and would be 
able to offer advice. 
 
Mr Mellor – asked why proposals were being submitted which fell outside the 
Settlement Boundary. 
 
Cllr. Dobson –developers were able to put forward any potential site they believed 
should be considered as part of the Housing Site Allocations Plan.  Spatial Planning 
would then consider all sites.  Settlement Boundaries were anyway currently under 
review. 
 

 CRIME AND DISORDER 
Sgt. C. Wallace gave a report the main points of which included that – 

 There had been a rise in criminal damage offences.  The overall numbers 
were still very low and several of the offences related to one location and one 
perpetrator  

 There were continuing problems with non-dwelling burglaries. Home owners 
were urged to ensure outbuildings were locked and good lighting was in place 
to act as deterrents 

 There had been two reported drug incidents since the last report 
 There had been a reduction in issues for Priory Gardens 



 

 A disorder had taken place in the High Street on 5th April with a man charged 
with two assaults 

 PC Tippetts had been promoted and would leave the team at the end of April 
to become a Sergeant in Swindon. 

There were no questions and Councillors asked for congratulations to be passed on 
to PC Tippetts on his promotion. 

 
 Members of the public, Reverend Cooper and Sgt. Wallace left the meeting. 
 
 TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS TO AND FROM WILTSHIRE COUNCILLORS AND  
 REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS 

Cllr. Dobson – Wiltshire Council was to celebrate the 800 year anniversary of 
signing the Magna Carta.  There would be a grand pageant in Salisbury on 15th June 
and the Area Board would be considering how the Marlborough area might be 
represented. 
Cllr. Kirk Wilson – there would be a talk by David Du Croz on Thursday 16th April in 
St Peter’s on the Magna Carta. 
Cllr. Fogg – Claire Perry was no longer Member of Parliament for this constituency 
during the interregnum before the General Election. 
Cllr. Fogg – had seen a letter concerning dog fouling in Barton Park and requesting 
the provision of bins.   
Town Clerk – suggested this be put forward to the Amenities & Open Spaces 
Committee. 
Cllr. Fogg – had been monitoring the use of cycle racks and had seen regular 
daytime use of racks near the White Horse Bookshop.  Wiltshire Council were 
sponsoring ‘Cycle Wiltshire’ over the weekend of 9th-10th May where people would 
be encouraged to cycle anything from 1 to 100 miles. 
Cllr. Dobson – had been photographing the use of cycle racks over Easter.  Racks 
near Nationwide had been used but there had been no cycles in the racks behind 
Waitrose and rarely at the racks near the Library. 
Cllr. Fogg – had been asked to write a paper on emergency hazards in this area 
and his research showed that contingency measures were in place to deal with 
incidents. 
Cllr. Fogg – had attended the funeral for Group Captain Barry Nunn, previously 
Station Commander of RAF Lyneham and former member of Marlborough Golf Club. 
Cllr. Mrs. M. Rose – asked whether the line painting in Frees Avenue could be 
brought forward as traffic problems around congestion continued in the area. 
The Mayor – confirmed that this would be dealt with at the same time as changing 
the road markings on the High Street near St Peter’s Place. 
Town Clerk – had a map available showing road marking plans. 
Cllr. Fogg – parking enforcement would be the key to success in easing traffic 
problems even after the new lines were painted. 
Cllr. Allen – asked what plans Wiltshire Council had in place to monitor traffic once 
the new pedestrian crossing near Marlborough College was in use. He believed 
difficulties would be inevitable for people accessing residences, the College and 
particularly for people turning out of the one-way section of the High Street near St 
Peter’s Church and asked for Wiltshire Council’s Highways Department to be made 
aware.  The changes may even need a review of the proposals for the High Street to 
the north of St Peter’s. 
Cllr. Dobson – had, with Cllr Fogg, fought hard against the plans for this crossing 
but all objections had been overturned at Cabinet level.  He took Cllr. Allen’s points 
very seriously and would be attending a Community Action Transport Group (CATG) 
meeting later in the week at which he would to ask Wiltshire Council to monitor the 
situation. 



 

Cllr. Fogg – was disappointed that the decision to allow the crossing had resulted in 
works carried out to a historic and valuable wall. The retention of the wall had been 
supported by the Town Council, English Heritage and others.  
Cllr. Light – on behalf of COIRA (The Cherry Orchard and Isbury Road Residents 
Association) asked about parking problems in the area and whether progress had 
been made towards the creation of car parking for St John’s pupils at the former 
Adult Training Centre to alleviate the problem. 
Cllr. Dobson – believed the school had felt the site unsuitable due to a high bank 
which would require steps to be built.  However, he felt further discussion was 
required with the school on this proposal and to move things forward. 
Cllr. Cook – expressed frustration at Wiltshire Council’s apparent lack of 
acknowledgement of current and future traffic issues in the town. 

  
591/14 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors B. Castle, G. Loosmore, 
N. Barrett-Morton, L. Farrell and B. Lam. 

 
592/14 DECLARATION(S) OF INTEREST 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
    
593/14 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A meeting would be arranged to discuss the many ongoing projects that the Council 
had at this time and to decide in what order the Council would like to proceed.  The 
suggested date for this meeting was Tuesday, 5th May 2015 to follow the Planning 
Committee meeting. 
 
The Annual Parish Meeting would take place on 27th April at 7.00 pm in the Town 
Hall and would be a different format to last year. 
 
There was a Choral Concert taking place on 1st May 2015 in the Town Hall at 7.30 
pm.  Tickets were £5.00 in aid of Macmillan and Leukaemia Research.  The Mayor 
hoped everyone would support their local community choral choir which was giving 
its time free for these worthwhile charities.  Tickets were available from the Town 
Council office. 
 
Along with many other towns across the British Isles, Marlborough would be 
constructing a bonfire/beacon on The Common on 8th May to mark 70 years since 
VE Day.  This was in partnership with the Royal British Legion and the Mayor invited 
all to come along and enjoy the spectacle. 

  
594/14 MINUTES 

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the Full Town Council meeting held on Monday, 
30th March 2015 be approved and signed as a correct record.  

 
595/14 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

The contents of the Town Clerk’s report were noted.  
  
596/14 CCTV 

A report by the Town Clerk about the installation of High Street CCTV cameras was 
noted. 
 

 
597/14 REVIEW OF FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 



 

Recommendations from the Finance and Policy Committee were considered about 
the adoption of reviewed Financial Regulations.  Thanks were passed to the Town 
Clerk for preparing this. 
RESOLVED: that the document be adopted as Marlborough Town Council’s 
Financial Regulations. 
 

598/14 ELECTION COSTS 
A report by the Town Clerk about future charging for town and parish council 
elections was noted. 
  

599/14 CIVIC EVENTS 2015/17 
The list of civic events for 2015/16 was noted. 
 

600/14 CHRISTMAS LIGHTS EVENT 
A report by the Town Clerk highlighted expected costs and prompted discussions 
about ways to fund future events.  Ideas put forward included car boot sales and 
High Street collections.  This would be explored more fully at the next Full Town 
Council meeting. 
RESOLVED:  
i) that Wiltshire Council be invited to take over the market and payments should be 
sought towards the running of the event from those taking part on a commercial 
basis. 
ii) to work with the Town Team to seek funding for the replacement of the existing 
Christmas lights. 

 
601/14 LIAISON WITH OUTSIDE BODIES 

There were no reports.  
 

602/14 COMMITTEE MINUTES 
In accordance with Para 3.1 of the Scheme of Delegation, the approved minutes of 
the following Committees were noted: Planning Committee – 9th and 23rd March 
2015; Property Committee – 12th January 2015 and Finance and Policy Committee – 
1st December 2014. 
 

603/14 MEMBER’S QUESTION TIME 
No questions had been received. 
 

604/14 SEALING OF DOCUMENTS 
RESOLVED: that the Common Seal of Marlborough Town Council be affixed to all 
documents necessary to give effect to the decisions of the Council. 
 

  The meeting closed at 8.00 pm 
  
  The Mayor stated that as this was the last Full Town Council Meeting of her Mayoral  
  Year she would like to thank Councillors for their hard work and good humour over  
  The last year. 
 
 
 
  Signed …………………………………………..    Date ……………………………. 
  Town Mayor 


