
MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

FULL TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Full Town Council held on Monday 26th January 2015 in the  
Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.00 pm. 

 

 
PRESENT  
Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson Town Mayor 
Councillor S.R. Dobson     
Councillor B. Castle 
Councillor N. Fogg 
Councillor A. Ross 
Councillor G. Loosmore 
Councillor A. Kirk Wilson 
Councillor Mrs M. Rose 
Councillor N. Barrett-Morton 
Councillor L. Farrell 
Councillor J. Cook 

 Councillor M. Hall 
 Councillor A. Light 
 
ALSO  Mrs. S. Parker      Town Clerk 
PRESENT Mrs D. Whitehall      Administrator  
  Mr. T. Millett       Marlborough News Online 

Mrs S. Pryor The Adviser 
Ms. A. Mauremootoo Wiltshire Gazette & Herald 

 Sgt. C. Wallace      Wiltshire Constabulary 
 Revd. H. Cooper 
 Plus 5 members of the public 
 

 
   

The Mayor held a minute’s silence in memory of Mr Alistair Ross, the brother of 
Councillor Ross and Mrs June Plank, wife of Mr Michael Plank, a former employee of 
the Council, who had both recently passed away. 

 
  PRAYERS 

Revd. H. Cooper opened the meeting with prayers. 
 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
Mrs V. Compton – stated that a Muscovy duck recently arrived on the River Kennet 
had been put down after contracting aspiration pneumonia.  It had eaten bread which 
had fermented in its crop with the frothy fermenting mix entering the trachea and 
causing the disease.  The Council was asked to help raise public awareness that 
feeding bread to wildlife is harmful to water fowl and attracts rats. 
The Mayor – agreed to bring the matter to the attention of the Grounds and Estates 
Manager for appropriate follow-up. 
Mrs C. Hitchmough – referred to the successful water efficiency campaign by 
Action for the River Kennet and Thames Water and asked for help to raise 
awareness of the 2015 initiative offering a range of water-saving devices to local 
residents. 
The Mayor – had received information about the initiative and would ensure the 
information was promoted via the Council’s website and Facebook page. 



 
     
 CRIME AND DISORDER 
 The Mayor welcomed Sgt Wallace. 

A report detailing crime statistics for January had been circulated to Councillors and 
members of the public. 

 Sgt. Wallace – gave a short briefing based on this report.  Main points included – 

 There had been four drug possession offences.  Two investigations were 
ongoing, one person was given a cannabis street warning and another 
reported to court for possession of cannabis. 

 There had been several reports of assault.  Three investigations were still 
ongoing and five people had been dealt with, so far.  A male was cautioned 
for assault and another charged for assault and criminal damage. 

 Beauty spot thefts remained a priority for the team with increased patrols, 
signage and posters as well as educating drivers face-to-face and via social 
media.  So far, no beauty spot thefts had been reported in 2015. 

 Violent crime had increased slightly from the previous year although 13 
incidents related to a single address.  Open space violence for the area 
remained low. 

 A male had been charged with possession of Class A drugs following a stop 
and search carried out in October. 

 The team are working with Traffic Officers, the Fire and Rescue Service and 
Wiltshire Council to arrange an education day for school pupils regarding road 
safety. 

Cllr. L. Farrell asked for help with enforcement action around parking on yellow lines 
and speeding outside schools and in the George Lane car park.  One parent in 
particular was a habitual offender.   
Sgt. Wallace explained that enforcement was no longer a police matter unless 
vehicles were causing an obstruction and that responsibility was now with Wiltshire 
Council. Sgt. Wallace asked Cllr. Farrell to provide details of those individuals 
causing problems. 
Cllr. N. Barrett-Morton had observed groups of young men smoking illegal 
substances in Priory Gardens around 4pm on Friday and Saturday afternoons. 
Sgt. Wallace explained that they were unable to take action after the event but, 
encouraged everyone to call 101 in a timely manner to make reports.  Her team was 
aware of this issue and had received such a call the previous week.  As a result two 
people had been stop/searched.   
Cllr. A. Kirk Wilson asked for clarification about where shoplifting fitted into local 
crime statistics and also asked where the police helicopter was based. 
Sgt. Wallace explained that theft from shops was included in the victim-based crime 
category.  Helicopters were managed as a pool - her team were able to request 
helicopter back-up from MPAS direct.  The Air Ambulance was based in Devizes, 
police helicopters were based in Filton.  

  
 TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS TO AND FROM WILTSHIRE COUNCILLORS AND  
 REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS 

Cllr. M. Hall raised ongoing concerns about poor parking enforcement on double 
yellow lines and in areas away from the High Street.   
Cllr. N. Fogg agreed that enforcement was less effective since the transfer of 
responsibility from the Police to Wiltshire Council.  He stressed that people should 
continue to raise complaints as necessary and he and Cllr. S. Dobson would discuss 
this at Unitary Council level. 
Cllr. G. Loosmore stated that following resurfacing work in Silverless Street, the 
road markings had been replaced with standard yellow lines rather than conservation 



yellow lines.  He also raised concern about the poor quality of re-laid surfaces 
following scheduled fibre optic works, particularly in Herd Street. 
Cllr. N. Fogg agreed and noted his comments.  He further advised that notices were 
to be erected in Silverless Street advising that the road was not suitable for Heavy 
Goods Vehicles. 
Cllr. L. Farrell raised a concern about the siting of a new road sign on the footpath 
near St Peter’s school.  Children were swinging on the poles and sometimes 
stepping into the road as a result.  Cllr. Farrell also asked for an update on the 
footpath in George Lane car park. 
Cllr. S. Dobson confirmed that: 

 Work had already begun on installing the pedestrian footpath in George Lane 
car park   

 The town was a step closer to having a new school following approval of a 
the merged primary school 

 All should continue to press for resurfacing work at The Parade to be made a 
high priority. 

Cllr. N. Fogg was happy that Marlborough people and organisations had been 
recognised at the Wiltshire Life Awards held on 23rd January: 

 The ‘Outside Chance’ in Manton – Wiltshire Pub of the Year 

 Marlborough International Jazz Festival – Wiltshire Event of the Year 

 Ellen Dow (granddaughter of Cllr. Mrs. P. Dow) – Young Carer of the Year 
 Dr. Patrick Hazlewood – Wiltshire Lifetime Achievement Award 

Cllr. J. Cook again raised concerns about rubble and other building materials/waste 
on the pavement in London Road outside the old Asia Grill restaurant.   
The Mayor confirmed that this had been reported to Wiltshire Council’s 
Enforcement Officer on a number of occasions. 

  
430/14 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 Apologies for absence was received from Councillors Mrs. P. Dow, R. Allen and  
 B. Lam. 
 
431/14 DECLARATION(S) OF INTEREST 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
    
432/14 TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Mayor extended her congratulations and thanks to Nigel and Joy Kerton for their 
hard work in organising and running the Christmas Lunch in the Town Hall for the 
past 11 years.  On behalf of the Town Council, the Mayor had presented them with a 
certificate and engraved crystal paperweight and their contribution had been featured 
in the local press.  Further thanks were expressed to Cllr. L. Farrell for taking up the 
reins to ensure the lunch would continue in the future. 
 
The Mayor encouraged everyone to attend the Area Board Meeting to be held on 
27th January. 

  
433/14 MINUTES 

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the Full Town Council meeting held on Monday, 
15th December 2014 be approved and signed as a correct record.  
 

434/14 A LOCAL YOUTH NETWORK (LYN) FOR MARLBOROUGH 
During a suspension of Standing Orders, the Mayor introduced Jan Bowra, 
Community Youth Officer for the Marlborough Community Area who gave a short 



presentation on her role working with young people, facilitating the Local Young 
Network and offering support, advice and guidance to young people.  
 
Representation was requested at both the LYN group itself and the LYN 
Management Committee. 
 
RESOLVED: unanimously that Cllr. G. Loosmore would represent the Town Council 
at the area wide LYN group and Cllr. J. Cook would be the representative on the 
Management Committee. 
 

435/14 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
 The contents of the Town Clerk’s report were noted.  
  
436/14 TOWN MAYOR – 2015/2016 

Cllr. A. Kirk Wilson proposed Cllr. M. Rose for Town Mayor noting she had 
distinguished herself in the role of Deputy Mayor and felt certain she would fulfil the 
role of Mayor with great dignity.  Cllr. Rose had been a very capable Chair of the 
Planning Committee in the past and a pro-active and respected member of the 
Amenities and Open Spaces Committee.   The nomination was seconded by Cllr. B. 
Castle. 
 
RESOLVED: unanimously that Cllr. Mrs. Margaret Rose was selected as Town 
Mayor for 2015/16.   
 

437/14 DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR – 2015/2016 
Cllr. A. Kirk Wilson proposed Cllr. N. Barrett-Morton as Deputy Town Mayor for 
2015/16.  The nomination was seconded by Cllr. M. Hall. 
 
RESOLVED: unanimously that Cllr. Noel Barrett-Morton was selected as Deputy 
Town Mayor for 2015/16. 
 
Members congratulated Cllrs. Rose and Barrett-Morton on their selection. 
 

  
438/14 CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 2015/2016 

The Schedule of Meetings for 2015/16 was considered.  Cllr. B. Castle asked that 
the dates for Amenities & Open Spaces Committee Meetings be reviewed to include 
the requisite number of meetings for the year. 
 
RESOLVED: unanimously that the Schedule of Meetings for 2015/16 be adopted 

subject to a review of dates for the Amenities & Open Spaces Committee. 

 
439/14 GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE 

The contents of the Town Clerk’s report were noted. This provided information about 
the adoption of the General Power of Competence as set out under the Localism Act 
which gives eligible councils the powers to do anything that individuals generally may 
do, such as lending or investing money or setting up a company or co-operative.  
Marlborough meets the criteria to adopt this new power. 
 
RESOLVED: unanimously to adopt the General Power of Competence as the Town 
Council meets the criteria for eligibility as follows: 
i) The number of Councillors elected at the last ordinary election equals or exceeds two 

thirds of its total number of Councillors and  

ii) The Town Clerk is qualified and holds the sector specific qualification (CiLCA) 

including Unit 7 relating to General Power of Competence. 



 
440/14 BASEMENT OF THE TOWN HALL 

The contents of the Town Clerk’s report were noted.  This prompted debate on 
previous discussions for the future use of the Town Hall basement, which included 
installation of a staircase/lift, a possible museum or heritage centre, tourism office, 
staff offices and public toilets.   
 
It was noted that there were already ongoing large scale projects (e.g. the transfer of 
Coopers Meadow, CCTV and the public toilets project) and the importance of having 
a strategy in place to enable proper forward planning especially with a such a small 
workforce.   
 
RESOLVED: By 12 votes for with 1 against that the installation of public toilets in the 
basement has first priority over all other proposed uses.  Work on the basement 
project will only commence on settlement of Community Asset Transfer issues with 
the George Lane car park toilets and the restrictive covenant issues on the Chantry 
Lane toilets.  Plans for the use of the Town Hall basement will take account of the 
possibility of a lift to all floors and access to the basement from the ground floor.  Any 
future plans should then be debated. 

 
441/14 COACH FRIENDLY STATUS 

The Town Clerk’s report was noted.  All agreed that this was a positive step and a 
good example of how working with other partners could benefit the town.  A recent 
enquiry about a Shopmobility scheme might also fit well with the initiative.    
 
RESOLVED: by 12 votes for with 1 abstention that the initiative should be supported  

and that the Town Council works with the Town Team, Chamber of Commerce, 

VisitWiltshire, Wiltshire Council and others to take this forward.  Also, that a second 

meeting is arranged with the Confederation of Passenger Transport to set an Action 

Plan towards meeting the criteria to achieve Coach Friendly Status. 

442/14 EMPLOYER DISCRETIONARY POLICIES UNDER THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

PENSIONS SCHEME 

A recommendation from the Finance and Policy Committee updating the Town 

Council’s discretionary policies under the LGPS was considered.   

 

RESOLVED: unanimously that the policy should be adopted subject to the draft 

being amended such that discretionary decisions should be referred to Full Town 

Council.  

 

443/14 LIAISON WITH OUTSIDE BODIES 
 There were no updates from representatives to Outside Bodies. 
  
444/14 COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 RESOLVED: that in accordance with para 3.1 of the Scheme of Delegation, the  

approved minutes of the following Committee meetings: Planning Committee – 1st  
and 15th  December 2014, Property Committee – 6th  October 2014 and the Staffing 
Sub-Committee – 24th  November 2014 were noted.  
 

445/14 MEMBER’S QUESTION TIME 
 There were no questions. 
 
446/14 SEALING OF DOCUMENTS 

RESOLVED: that the Common Seal of Marlborough Town Council be affixed to all 
documents necessary to give effect to the decisions of the Council. 



 
447/14 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

 RESOLVED: that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to 
 Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be now excluded from the remainder of the 

meeting, in view of the confidential nature of business about to be transacted. 
 
448/14 S106 PROJECTS 

Quotes for equipment for a new Play Area on land off Orchard Road and a Trim Trail 
for the Common were considered. 
 
RESOLVED: unanimously that Option B for Play Equipment and Option D for the 
Trim Trail be selected, the latter to be installed by the Grounds and Estates Team. 
 

449/14 MARLBOROUGH GOLF CLUB 
RESOLVED: by 12 votes for with 1 against that a Deed of Variation to the current 
lease is entered into to reflect changes in rent, together with an annual review. 

 
  The meeting closed at 8.45 pm 
 
 
 
 
  Signed …………………………………………..    Date ……………………………. 
  Town Mayor 


