
MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

FULL TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Full Town Council held on Monday 8th September, 2014 in the  
Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.00 pm. 

 

 
PRESENT  
Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson Town Mayor 
Councillor S.R. Dobson     
Councillor B. Castle 
Councillor N. Fogg 
Councillor Mrs P. Dow 
Councillor A. Kirk Wilson 
Councillor Mrs M. Rose 
Councillor G. Loosmore 
Councillor N. Barrett-Morton 
Councillor L. Farrell 
Councillor J. Cook 

 Councillor R. Allen 
 Councillor B. Lam 
 Councillor A. Light 
 
ALSO  Mrs. S. Parker      Town Clerk 
PRESENT Mrs S. Fry       Office Manager 

Mr. T. Millett Marlborough News Online 
Mrs S. Pryor The Adviser 

 Inspector M. Armstrong     Wiltshire Constabulary 
 Sgt. C. Wallace      Wiltshire Constabulary 
 Simon Pearce      Watch Manager – Wiltshire  
         Fire & Rescue 
 Dr. J. Campbell      Marlborough Medical Practice 
 Mrs Amy Lacey      Practice Patient Services  
         Manager 
 Revd. H. Cooper 
 Plus 4 members of the public 
 

 
PRAYERS 
Revd. H. Cooper opened the meeting with prayers. 
 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

  There were no questions. 
  
 CRIME AND DISORDER 
 The Mayor welcomed Inspector Armstrong and Sgt Wallace. 

A report detailing crime statistics for August/September was available for Councillors 
and members of the public. 



 Sgt. Wallace – gave a short briefing and informed Members  that during recent weeks 
local police had dealt with reports of young people “free running” over properties in the 
town 
Cllr. Mrs P. Dow – enquired as to whether anything could be done about the 
continued anti-social behaviour taking place in the churchyard 
Sgt Wallace – replied that if people telephoned and reported the times when this 
behaviour was taking place then the police would attend 

 Cllr. Mrs M. Rose – enquired as to whether the police were aware that young people 
were skateboarding along Figgins Lane.  She feared there was a danger that a 
pedestrian would be knocked over 
Cllr A Kirk Wilson – asked whether it was necessary to prevent “free running” 

 Sgt Wallace – explained that the police were trying to encourage young people to join 
 established “free running” clubs for their own safety 
 Cllr. L. Farrell – enquired as to whether there had been an increase in anti-social 
 behaviour in the Recreation Ground following the closure of the Youth Centre 
 Sgt Wallace – replied that there were increased patrols in the area. 
 
 WILTSHIRE FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE 
 The Mayor welcomed Simon Pearce – Watch Manager for Marlborough. 
 Mr. Pearce gave members a brief update –  

 There were now 4-5 full-time Firefighters based in Marlborough who would also 
cover Royal Wootton Bassett and Ramsbury when required 

 Part-time Firefighters made up the rest of the crew 

 The recent fire at a Swindon scrap yard had been draining local resources 

 Wiltshire Fire Brigade was holding a Fire Safety Risk Campaign over 3 days in 
the Town Hall (8-10 September) offering advice on reducing fire risk in 
commercial and residential properties. The Brigade was trying to collate 
information about High Street properties to help plan for future fire risk. The 
exercise was also part of a recruitment drive. 

Cllr S. Dobson – enquired as to whether the Fire Brigade had access to Local 
Planning Authority plans to improve knowledge of any alterations/improvements  

 made to buildings in the High Street. 
 
 S. Pearce – replied that the Brigade had plans for some buildings and hoped,  
 through this exercise, to gain more information and plans. 
  

TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS TO AND FROM WILTSHIRE COUNCILLORS AND 
REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS. 

  Cllr. Fogg – informed Members that Mr and Mrs Sewell from Marlborough, 
  New Zealand would be visiting on 19th September and that he hoped  
  that the oar and plaque presented by Marlborough, New Zealand in 2013 would be 
  displayed. 
  Cllr. Fogg – informed Members that the Royal Geographical Society would be  

carrying out a walk in Marlborough and anyone interested in joining should contact him 
for details 

  Cllr. S. Dobson – informed Members that the 2 allocated free parking days for  
  Marlborough would be Saturday, 29th November and Saturday, 6th December 
  Cllr S. Dobson – reminded Members that Wiltshire Council was carrying out a 
  Bus Pass Travel Concession consultation.  Anyone wishing to respond could either 



complete a survey online or obtain a paper copy from the Council Offices.  This would 
run to 26th September. 

  Cllr. L. Farrell – requested that Wiltshire Councillors obtained information 
  about the closure of the Youth Centre and the future of youth services in Marlborough  
  Cllr. Kirk-Wilson – asked for an indication as to when the re-surfacing/patching on  
  Bath Road would take place. Both Wiltshire Councillors agreed to take this forward. 
     
176/14 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors A. Ross and M. Hall. 
 
177/14 DECLARATION(S) OF INTEREST 
 Councillor Mrs P. Dow – Agenda Item No. 8 Renewal of Licence for Marlborough  
 Bowls Club. 
 
178/14 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 The Mayor welcomed a representative from the Youth Council to the meeting. 
 
 The Mayor reminded Councillors that a Civic Service was to be held at St  

Mary’s Church on Tuesday, 9th September at 7.30pm to commemorate the outbreak of 
the First World War. This coincided with Marlborough History Society’s exhibition of 
WW1 photographs and memorabilia.   

 
 Jeff and Sandra Sewell, community representatives from Marlborough District Council  
 New Zealand would be meeting informally with Councillors on 19th September.   
 
 The Mayor reminded Councillors that everyone was invited to attend the 4th Military  
 Intelligence Battalion’s Open Day on Tuesday, 16th September between 9.30 and  
 4.30 in the Court Room. A presentation of medals would take place at 1130. 
 

 The Mayor informed Councillors that she had received a letter from Mrs Rosie Hill in 
 reply to a letter of condolence sent on behalf of the Council following the 
 death of her husband, Mr. Robert Hill. 
  

179/14 MINUTES 
RESOLVED:  unanimously that  the minutes of the Full Town Council meeting held on 
28th July 2014 be approved and signed as a correct record  

  
 Standing Orders were suspended for the next item. 
 
180/14 YOUR GP CARES CAMPAIGN 
 Dr. Jenny Campbell and Mrs Amy Lacey, Practice Patient Services Manager, gave a  

short presentation on behalf of Marlborough Medical Practice.  A video was shown - 
“Your GP Cares Campaign.”  Main points raised by Councillors included: 

 Whether the re-instatement of drop-in sessions would help to lessen 
appointment waiting times 

 If the high number of care-homes in the area were impacting on Medical 
Practice resources and if care-homes should fund designated GPs  

 Whether the Marlborough Medical Practice was outgrowing its premises 

 Surgery funding 

 Policy on and scale of missed appointments 



 Where responsibility lay for decisions on the urgency of appointments 
 The national shortage of GP’s 

 
 In response, Dr. Campbell and Mrs. Lacey made the following points– 

 Drop-in sessions had been trialled and were something that the surgery could 
re-visit  

 At present, the Practice managed the medical care at local care homes  

 The Practice premises were being used to full potential 

 The surgery was funded through different income strands.  It was important that 
more Government funding was secured   

 Missed appointments were a serious issue (e.g.170 during August) and 
mechanisms to combat this were being researched  

 At present, more GP’s were retiring than trained Medics choosing a career in 
General Practice.  

 Standing Orders were re-instated. 
 The Mayor thanked Dr. Campbell and Mrs. Lacey for attending the meeting. 
  
 Councillor Allen left the meeting. 
 
181/14 TOWN CLERK REPORT 
 It was agreed that the contents of the Town Clerk’s report be noted.  
  
182/14 CAR PARK EXTENSION AT MARLBOROUGH RUGBY FC 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted. Following discussion which included reference to  
 the previous resolution made on the 14th April that full consultation should take place  
 about the proposals, Members agreed the following resolution; 
 

RESOLVED: (i) by 12 votes for with 1 abstention that the proposed extension to the 
Car park at the Rugby Club be for community use Monday – Friday 07.00 to 18.00 and 

reserved for use of Rugby Clubhouse users outside of these times.  An online consultation 

should be held regarding these proposals to conclude no later than 1st November.  A 
Working Party of Councillors and members of the Rugby Club be formed to discuss 
this consultation.  Cllrs Dow, Loosmore, Farrell, S. Dobson and the Mayor to be the 
Town Council representatives. 

                     (ii) that the application for a new Premises Licence was noted. 
 
 
183/14 RENEWAL OF LICENCE FOR THE BOWLS CLUB 
 The Town Clerks report was noted. 
  
 RESOLVED: that following further discussions with the Council’s solicitor, it is 
 delegated to the Town Clerk to arrange a meeting with the Bowls Club to discuss 
 a way forward with a lease and that the Mayor and Chairs of F & P and Property 
 also attend this meeting.  The final draft document and rent then be ratified by  
 Full Town Council. 
 
 
 
 



184/14 MARLBOROUGH MOP FAIRS 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted. 
  
 RESOLVED: that the new agreement with Wiltshire Council and the Showman’s Guild 
 be signed subject to the inclusion of the proposed amendment by Wiltshire Council. 
 

It was suggested that permits be given to residents of the High Street for windscreen 
display enabling them to enter the High Street and park to the rear of their properties. 
 
General comments included that the overall rent appeared high. 

 
185/14 COMMONWEALTH DAY 2015 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted. 
 RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council participate in the Fly a Flag for the 
 Commonwealth Campaign in 2015. 
 
186/14 COMMUNITY MARKET 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted. 
 
 RESOLVED: by 12 votes for with 1 abstention that Marlborough Town Council  
 supports Marlborough’s inclusion  in a Case Study as part of national guidance 

highlighting best practice and partnership working and also requests a meeting with 
the Community Market to review partnership arrangements. 

 
 Councillor N. Fogg left the meeting. 
 
187/14 REQUESTS FOR USE OF OPEN SPACES 
 The contents of the Town Clerk’s report were noted. 
 
 RESOLVED: (i) that permission be granted for the community event at the 
 Recreation Ground on the 28th September subject to an appropriate returnable 

bond to cover any damage and that there be no charge for the use of the Recreation 
Ground. 

 (ii) that permission to place a recruitment banner on the Common be refused due 
 to the potential for commercial gain. 
 

It was agreed that a draft policy around decisions for promotional banner and sign 
display be submitted to the relevant committee.  Also, that a proposal for the erection 
of a permanent display board on the Common be discussed at the next A&OS meeting 
following consultation with the Common Users Group. 

 
188/14 LIAISON WITH OUTSIDE BODIES. 
 Cllr. Farrell – Youth Council – a meeting of the Youth Council Working Party should  

be held soon as it was important that young people in Marlborough were given a 
structured way forward especially as the Youth Centre had now closed. 

 Cllr. A. Kirk-Wilson – Kennet Community Transport – fundraising for the bus would  
 take place at Avebury Fete on Saturday, 13th September. 

 
The Town Clerk reminded Members that Transition Marlborough would be holding its 
AGM on Thursday, 18th September at the Bear Hotel in the High Street. 

 



189/14 COMMITTEE MINUTES 
RESOLVED: that in accordance with para 3.1 of the Scheme of Delegation, the 
approved minutes of the following Committee meetings: Amenities & Open Spaces  

 – 9th June 2014 and Planning 4th August, 2014 be noted. 
 
 
190/14 MEMBERS QUESTION TIME 
 No questions had been received. 
 
191/14 SEALING OF DOCUMENTS 
 Proposed by Councillor S Dobson, seconded by Councillor B. Castle and – 

RESOLVED: unanimously that the Common Seal of Marlborough Town Council be 
affixed to all documents necessary to give effect to the decisions of the Council. 

 
192/14 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 RECOMMENDED: That in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies  
 (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be now excluded from the  
 remainder of the meeting, in view of the confidential nature of business about to be  
 transacted. 
 
193/14 FIRST WORLD WAR COMMEMORATIONS 

Members received a verbal update from the Town Mayor about details of the 
forthcoming visit of HRH, Duke of Kent on Monday, 27th October.  This welcome event 
was to commemorate the centenary of the First World War and a plaque would be 
unveiled at the War Memorial.  This information had had to be kept confidential in view 
of royal protocol and security.  Wording for the plaque was agreed and a Press 
Release would be issued on 9th September.  
 

 In line with para. 3.2 of the Scheme of Delegation, funding for a civic lunch and a  
 centenary plaque has been agreed following agreement from the Mayor and the Chair  
 of the  Finance and Policy Committee. 
 
 
 The meeting closed at 9.15 pm. 
 
 Signed ……………………………………..                           Date ………………………… 
 Chairman 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 


