
 

 

MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

FULL TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Full Town Council held on Monday 28th July, 2014 in the  
Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7.00 pm. 

 

 
PRESENT  
Councillor Mrs E.M. Hannaford-Dobson Town Mayor 
Councillor S.R. Dobson     
Councillor B. Castle 
Councillor N. Fogg 
Councillor Mrs P. Dow 
Councillor A. Ross 
Councillor A. Kirk Wilson 
Councillor Mrs M. Rose 
Councillor G. Loosmore 
Councillor N. Barrett-Morton 
Councillor J. Cook 

 Councillor R. Allen 
 Councillor B. Lam 
 Councillor M. Hall 
 Councillor A. Light 
 
ALSO  Mrs. S. Parker      Town Clerk 
PRESENT Mrs S. Fry       Office Manager 

Mr. N. Goodwin Marlborough News Online 
Mrs S. Pryor The Adviser 
Ms. A. Mauremootoo Wiltshire Gazette & Herald 

 Father J. Blacker 
 PC D. Tippetts       Wiltshire Constabulary 
 Mrs C. Hitchmough      ARK 
 Plus 7 members of the public 
 

 
PRAYERS 
Father Blacker opened the meeting with prayers. 
The Mayor requested that everyone present observed 2 minutes silence in memory of 
Mr. Robert Hill. 
 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 Mrs A. Peck – enquired as to why the High Street had to be closed during the day  
 over the Jazz Festival weekend, everyone should work together to ensure that  
 traders also benefit during this weekend. 

Mr. D. Dudley – there was huge support for the Jazz Festival.  However, loss of trade 
had been a problem for traders over the last few years, deliveries were also affected.  
These issues had been raised in previously but, not addressed. It was important that 
the traders, festival organisers and other interested parties all met to discuss these 
issues.   



 

 

 
 
  
 B. Holman – it was important that all worked alongside the Jazz Festival to make it a  
 successful weekend for all. 
 Mr. P. Collis - during the year the weekly markets were held in the High Street 
 without the need for a road closure, so why was it felt that there was a need to 
 close the High Street during the day for the Jazz Festival? 
 The Mayor – replied that this item would be placed on a future agenda of the 
 Planning Committee, traders and interested parties will be informed of the date 
 of the meeting. 
 M. Deakin – had the issues regarding noise at the Town Hall been addressed? 
 During the summer when there were parties in the Town Hall and the windows 
 Open, noise levels were unacceptable.  Would the Town Council please give 
 thought to installing some kind of air conditioning in the Town Hall? 

The Mayor – replied that Mr. Deakin’s request had been noted and that this issue 
would be added to the agenda of the next Property Committee meeting 

  
   
 CRIME AND DISORDER 
 The Mayor welcomed PC David Tippetts. 
 PC Tippetts – handed out a report detailing the crime stats for June. He also  
 informed Members that Operation Banning was continuing with a zero 
 tolerance approach.   
 Cllr. A. Kirk Wilson – asked for clarification as to the area covered under 
 ‘Town Centre’. 
 PC Tippetts – replied that it stretches from Barton Park to Chopping Knife Lane 
 to the Portfields Estate and Priorsfield on the Salisbury Road.  
  

TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS TO AND FROM WILTSHIRE COUNCILLORS AND 
REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS. 
Cllr. N. Fogg – reported that the issues at River Park had been dealt with very 
efficiently by Wiltshire Council. 

  Following the collapse of Hatts Coaches, Wiltshire Council had stated that they 
  were hopeful that they could continue bus services to all areas, but that this was  
  something that the Community Transport Group need to keep abreast of. 
  Cllr. A. Ross – reported that the pavement between Savernake Court and Tesco 
  Was in a very poor state and that it was very narrow near the site of the old railway 
  bridge.  

Cllr Dobson – replied that he would take this to Wiltshire Council. He also informed 
Members that he had secured 2 free parking days for Marlborough, he had booked 
one for the 13th December and would welcome  suggested dates for the other one. 
Cllr G. Loosmore – enquired as to whether there was any update on the proposed cut 
backs for road sweepers and street cleaning. 

  Cllr. Dobson – replied that he would follow this up with Wiltshire Council. 
  Cllr. R. Allen – requested that the Unitary Councillors arrange a meeting with 
  all interested parties regarding issues raised at this meeting following the Jazz 
  Festival.  It was important that this meeting be held well before next year’s festival. 
  Cllr. Dobson – replied that he was sure that officers at Wiltshire would be more 
  than happy to attend a ‘wash up’ meeting if arranged through the Town Clerk following  



 

 

  this year’s jazz festival. 
 
   

In accordance with Standing Orders, it was agreed that Members did not object to the 
meeting being recorded. 

   
136/14 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 An apology for absence was received from Councillor L. Farrell  
 
137/14 DECLARATION(S) OF INTEREST 
 There were no declarations of interest.  
 
138/14 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 The weekend’s Battle of Marlborough had been very successful with well over 3,000  

visitors watching the spectacular event. Full credit went to the English Civil War 
Society for staging such an entertaining and educational event.  Thanks too went the 
sponsors and everyone who volunteered to help out - Councillors, staff and the Rotary. 

 
Congratulations were passed to the Marlborough in Bloom team for a successful entry 
into South West in Bloom.  Residents, community groups businesses and retailers all 
pulled  together to show Marlborough at its best.  Results of the competition would be  

 announced on 18th September. 
 

The poppy painting competition had been well received with paintings displayed in the 
former Rowllands shop. The Mayor had visited all schools and awarded certificates to 
the winners.   The overall winners would be judged by South West in Bloom in Truro.  

 
The Town Council would be marking Britain’s entry into the First World War with a 
Wreath Laying ceremony at the New Road War Memorial at 11am on Monday, 4th 
August.  All Councillors were invited to robe and attend this important ceremony.   

 
The Open Day in the Town Hall scheduled for 14th August will not now go ahead.  This 
will be rescheduled for later in the year. 

  
139/14 MINUTES 

RESOLVED:  unanimously that  the minutes of the Full Town Council meeting held on 
30th June 2014 be approved and signed as a correct record  

 
140/14 TOWN CLERK REPORT 
 It was agreed that the contents of the Town Clerk’s report be noted. 
 The following points were raised -  

 The S96 Licence for Kennet Place was quite complex and there may be liability issues 
to consider 

 Consent from 3 owners of High Street buildings was now awaited ahead of installation 
of CCTV cameras 

 Any installation of the Mill Wheel was unlikely to be progressed unless a suitable site 
had been identified. 

141/14 STONEBRIDGE MEADOW –REED BEDS 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted.  



 

 

During a Suspension Standing Orders, Mrs. C. Hitchmough (Director, ARK) gave a 
short presentation and answered questions raised by Councillors. 

 She reported that following the previous proposals the following  
 concerns had been addressed – 

 The deep water pond had been moved further away from the footpath 

 Greater acknowledgment had been given to the area being an amenity asset  

 The broadwalk and bridges had been made more substantial 

 The area would be opened up more by the removal of the railings and wall 

 T H White had been approached about the possible replacement of sections of their 
wall, either with the continuation of the flint wall or by a beech hedge.  

 Cllr. Dobson – enquired as to whether there would be sufficient room to still have a  
 picnic area that would stretch down to the river. 
 C. Hitchmough – replied that there would be enough room but that the managed area  
 would stop approximately 1 metre from the river bank. 
 Cllr. N. Barrett-Morton – enquired as to what the funding bid is for this project. 
 C. Hitchmough –replied that it was estimated at £40,000. 
 Cllr. Ross – enquired as to whether, if a beech hedge was planted, it would replace  
 the whole of the flint wall. 
 Cllr. Loosmore – pointed out that a beech hedge would take some years to grow. 
 Cllr. Hall – felt that a flint wall was more appropriate. 
 Cllr. Light – suggested that a graffiti wall might be appropriate, this would be a good 
 way to involve young people.  (Other Councillors present agreed with this proposal.) 

Mrs. Hitchmough – said that she would take back any ideas to TH Whites regarding 
the wall but first required a steer from the Town Council. 

  
 RESOLVED: i) that the revised proposals for reedbeds at Stonebridge Meadow be  
 approved. 
 ii) that the steer regarding the wall be for a Graffiti/Flint wall and that following  
 consultation with TH White, ARK present the options to the Town Council at a 
 future meeting. 
 
142/14 THE COMMON – SERVICE LEVEL AGREEMENT 

The Grounds and Estates Manager was thanked for drafting this comprehensive 
document. 

 RESOLVED: that the SLA be approved subject to the following minor amendments – 
 4.3.4 to read – At NO TIME shall events be organized or arranged or marquees 
 erected without prior permission be sought.  Permission will not be unreasonably  
 withheld. 
 5.1.6 second bullet point to be deleted. 

6.3.2 to read – The Marlborough Youth Football Club replaces the reference to the 
Rugby Club. 

  
 It was agreed that this be a ’live document’ and reviewed when deemed necessary. 
 
143/14 S106 PROJECTS 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted. 
 RESOLVED: by 10 votes for with 5 abstentions i) to support, in principle, the proposal  
 for a play area under the terms of the S106 Agreement linked to the Orchard Road site 
 ii) agree that an approach is made to Aster Housing for the relevant permissions and  



 

 

 that the removal of the electricity pole is investigated 
 iii) agree that formal quotes are bought to Full Town Council for both the play area  
 project and improvement works at the Common and then both applications are  
 submitted to Wiltshire Council. 
 
 
 
144/14 FIRST WORLD WAR COMMEMORATIONS 
 Members noted the minutes of the Civic Working Party. 
 RESOLVED: that Members agree with the recommendation that a Wreath Laying  
 Ceremony takes place on 4th August to commemorate Britain’s entry in to the First 
 World War and that this moves ahead along the lines set out by the Working Party  

incorporating minor changes and input from 4MI and the RBL.  Also that refreshments 
are provided as civic hospitality. 

 
Households on a national level were being encouraged to turn out their lights between 
10pm and 11pm to acknowledge Britain’s entry in to the First World War. 
 

145/14 LIAISON WITH OUTSIDE BODIES 
 Cllr Allen CATG gave the following update – 

 Traffic Order – High Street – Wiltshire Council would remove a disabled bay in 
the centre of the High Street and move it to the side. There would be ad hoc 
surveys carried out. 

 The issue around priority for traffic crossing the bridge in George Lane was 
ongoing 

 The crossing by Manton Play Area would go ahead but would require a road 
closure.  Work would begin mid-October. 

 The drop kerb at Patten Alley had been approved 

 Access issues at Preshute School were ongoing, the results of a survey were 
awaited prior to any decisions being made. 

 Complaints regarding the speed of traffic along George Lane were discussed 
but it was felt that this was not an issue to be taken further. 

 When the resurfacing of Salisbury Road took place, the new white lining  should 
help resolve problems experienced by residents leaving Savernake Court. 

 The issue of vehicles parking on the corner of The Green was discussed and it 
has been suggested by Wiltshire Council that high quality plastic wood effect 
bollards were put in place, one to be removable to allow service vehicles to park 
whilst carrying out maintenance. 

Cllr. Castle – enquired as to whether there was an update on remarking the 
footpath in George Lane Car Park. 
Cllr. Allen – replied that this would be an item for discussion at their next meeting. 
 
Councillor Allen was thanked for his update. 
 
Cllr Mrs. Dow – Link – reported that Link were looking for voluntary drivers and 

      co-ordinators.  
 
146/14 COMMITTEE MINUTES 



 

 

 RESOLVED: that In accordance with para 3.1 of the Scheme of Delegation, to note  
 the approved minutes of the following Committee meetings: Amenities & Open Spaces  
 – 24th March 2014, Finance & Policy – 17th March 2014, Property – 10th March 2014,  
 Staffing – 3rd February 2014 
 
  
 
147/14 MEMBERS QUESTION TIME 
 Councillor S. Dobson –“Am I correct in thinking that when Wiltshire Council gave  
 permission for Community Markets to be held in Marlborough, there was a  
 requirement that the Community Market was to make a contribution to the  
 community they operated in.  If so has the Town Ccouncil received any  
 contribution for the direct benefit of our residents?” 

The Town Clerk – replied that she was not aware of any financial contribution being 
made. 

 
148/14 SEALING OF DOCUMENTS 
 Proposed by Councillor S Dobson, seconded by Councillor B. Castle and – 

RESOLVED: unanimously that the Common Seal of Marlborough Town Council be 
affixed to all documents necessary to give effect to the decisions of the Council. 

 
 
 The meeting closed at 8.45 pm. 
 
 Signed ……………………………………..                           Date ………………………… 
 Chairman 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 


